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LAYD OVT IN A SERMON ON | 
"the 2 Chro. 15, 15. for Englands example 
in in embracing the Parliamentary Covenanc 


.with readinefſe and rejoyciag. 


H#ereunto is annexed a briefe and moderate Anſvwere 
tothe Proveſtation Proteſted; diſcovering the unſound- 
neſſe of that interpreration of the National! 
"Covenant, and the weaknefle of the grounds 


there ſuggeſted for Separate and 
independant Charches. 
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z8Ns F/quire, one of the Knights of Parliament, 
-;fot che County of Glocefler ; Graceand peace in 
 CBR1 $T JESUS. 


a ol 
i 
WE. 


Our courteous imtelligente tourhing the Parlia- 
mentary U ow, 8ccaſiontd theſe meditations pre- 
ſented unto you : It 35 our Officeto communicate 


the good which we our ſelves are partakers of. 
That good newes much refreſbed me, 1 thought The next day 
1 my duty 10 comfort others wth the ſame conſo- atcer che cpay: 
; - ing of this text 
lions, that endeavor wanted ngt preſent fruite, ſome exproſ- BO 


jng preſent Joy, and.very many quickly [oyning 41 ſo good & into the Pro- 


wrke, This incourag ed metomake more common, what was «tation aboye 
400 of the In-: 


| frſk provided for a few, and then 1 could think of no fatter Pas yi ce 
 lron then your ſelfe, not only for your long continued, and great the Towne of | 
dra to:cke} bar eſpecially becauſe this, whaiſoever it 35, had Tieſwr). 
 Uifirft riſe occaſionallyfrom you : 7 expett nor this ſhould add 
 @vy light 10 you, but to others it may, and to you life, The worke 
| Iubate in hand needs much incouragement, n0t only in re- 
8 va of many difcultics which require Induſtry, Gut many af-. 
fonts, and cenſures, which need patience to digeſt them, and 
ſome congratulations to ballance them: the beſt need Incour- 
Gement :; And reſpetiive- expreſiions even of Inferiours 
NR ol 45. founes: 


. 


Piace. ana grace, Whey 
in meeting him ; AQ. 28, 

ape. This Trettiſe 
004 acceptance your In. 


” 


bolt enea., THe rejoyce 2# you, bleſſe 

30d for you, and th e will, make you with Saint Paul, 
thanke God, and if not adde to, yet confirme your courage for 

_ allg ood cauſes whatſoever the effee be : that 3s: the ayme, and 
balbethe contrauall and carweſt prayer of bim who is | 


Yonrs, much obliged in the Lord ſeſus, 


® 


» 


Jo HNGEREF- 


rom my.Study In Tewkef- 
bury, Mais 24, 1641. 
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2 CH R. 15.15- 
And all Judah rejoyced at the Oath. 


O be civilly wiſe (they 
| ſay) it is requiſite that 
we not only ſtudy Bookes, 
bur ex : Experience of 
the diſpMiions of men 
being no lefle neceſſary 
to compleate prudence, 
then therules of wiſdom, 
bur he char would be wiſe 
2 || to falvation, needs but 
the ſtudy of Gops Booke; 
which Ged bath ſo contrived, that in ſtudying it, we 
{tudy men alſo : For it containes nar only hagzographs, . Tim. ;, t x. 
holy writings, holding forth preceprs of divine wiſ- 
dome, bur hiſorica deciphering the rempers and dit- 
pofitions of all men in Spirictualtmatters, that it may 


s ® 
SS 


make 


Fudahs joy at the Oath, 


make usexpert,ro worke, and wyn upon them, when, 
we are to deale with chemn Spiriruall rhings. And. 
25 all ſacred ſtories conduceto rhisholy prudence, fo. 
non more then theſe of Chronicles, and yer ſome it may 
be, may..copnt them ſuperfluous, becauſe iy many 
thingsſo joping wich what we peade in $4 ud, and 
Kings; but tharArgumentis as ſtrong agatift Dew. 
teronomy, and 3. of the Etargehfis;.as againſt this of 
| Chronicles, Belides, this is nor a bare repetition, bur 
with weightyſupplements. Aﬀer Davids polleſſing 
the Kingdomegof Iſrael, there were fome Additions 
to the Ordinances of Moſes, and that more then of 
meere order,as Muſick? This might have bred (cry- 
ples in the minds of men,tirarthis was a uſurparion by 
Dawid; ar governors\hayg more. power of adding tc 
the Ordinances of God, then other Scriptures allow 
them, badnottibe ſtory.of Chronicles informed us 
thartheriſe of this Addition was the command of Go 
by.his Propbers, 2 Chro, 29, 25. Furthermore be- 
twweene the, former Roxjes and this, there is this re- 
markable diffemmnce. Thele after the diviſion of rhe 
Kingdomes into Hſracland Tndab, arcexattin the ftory 
of che K2zg5 of 1/7 gel, and ronch 7udabs ſtory lightly : 
on the contrary,{hronicles touch 1fraels tory obrter, 
buc that of the Kings of 1udaat large, as may appeare 
by this one ſtory of 4ſa, which in Kings-is compriſed 
ina ſew verſes of one, but here comprehends 3 whole _ 
Chaprers; Two of which ſer forth his cxcellency, 
the third bis infirwity: the one for 7m/t ation, the other 
for caution; the one teaching what we ſhould be, the 
orher what af:er a long proſeſhon we' may come 10 be, 
though we belog to God,thar we may neither be ſecure 
of our fanding,nor auſtere in our cenſures, Ta rhe firſt 
| Chapter 
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'Chaptet is ſet downe his carriage in war, and peace: 
Inpeace there is declared his pzery aud polzcy, His pier; 
is commended v. 2. proved v. 3, 4, 5. it was compleat: 
inputting away cvill, and ſerring up good, and thas 
by command...  Thirigs thus {ercled, leaſt 4ſa ſhould 
At Rehoboams part, and forſake the Lord, Zerg 
is ſent with a mighry Army, to tryandexercilc his 
graces 5 4ſa makes preparation, bur relyes and prays 
w God, and becomes vitorious. . This done he rc- 
wrnes, and while their hearts were warmewith freſh 
mercy, A4zer:ab who knew how good a word is, ſpo- 
cenin due ſeaſon,comes in the Spiritiaf the Lord, and 
ſitikeswhile che Iran is bor, _—_ gives good ceunſcll, 
ſhewing in Geds way, wharhelpethey ſhould ſtill tnd; 
amplifyed by rhe contrary in ſrael,, forſaking God, 
and ehencehe infers a ſtrong exhorration, v. 7. The 
Son it ſeemes was ſeconded by the Father, which did 
ſowdrke on thegood King har has beartas bified wp ip 
the wayes of God, and ſers to a more, thraugh Refqz- 
mation, puts away the Idols ( /dols ſhould beput dane 
aſwell as Fdolatry) and he made. this. reformation as 
large as his dominion, and that wirh great {ucceſle : 
"God doth uſe te proſper that courage that is from biz, and 
for ham, ſtirred and directed by his word, and cends co 
hisgtory, | The people afſ- mble, offer ficſt cheir Cat- 
\ Uein Sarrifice, andrhen themſeles in Cotenant, wake 
'2leapne offenſive, aud Refcnſive with Goa, and rhac 
vith.abundance of affcQion, asappearcs. ver. 19.,and 
-nor. only iv, bur after the doing as you heare---- And 

4ll Tudab rejoyced at ihe Oath, by 
-  Joyis theinlargment of the hearr for, ſome preſenc 
- good... : This Covenant joyacdwirh an Oarh, was ap- 
' Plchended as 4 Sptrieuall 996; ſo cheyrejoyced. 

"MN 
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Not, 


: 3 oy: *: < ( bg I - = V © hats g b ” < us. den ps 7. : $2 - F RE a pens 5 Fi 25 be + ts F Wo "6 PIE: "wn . . Eee aad os EIT OI WE 
> EA W . 2” Rt þ ' : ST” 17 VE 
ks W%. - J m—__ 
£ ; 7 F p 
% . y 4 
"gs "S ©. 8 : "*% 
y 


Here's then,1 An affeQion,Rejoyced, 3 The Subjed, 
Iudah wirh its exrefit, Al-'nda,g the ObjeRt, The Oarh 
the Covenant,for cleaving tothe:rrue God & trac Re- 
lizion. This is regiftre# for oar learning: hence then, 
* Al/thur are truly Godly Jhoild rejoyceat a.N ationall Co. 
venant, made for the ſuppreſſing of the falſe, andthe preſer- 
vation of true Religron, 2Chro, 30,21,23. We ſce 
Joy at the reſtauration of Religion, then how much 
more when iris Yone'by* Covenanr; yea after they 
connſtlled ro keepe 6rher® 7: dayes ( nor another 
Paffeover) bur to ſpend'ſeven- days in the ſervice of 
Gop,' and who knowes whether this counſell were 
nor fach- as Bzra's” by Covenant, Zzre io, 3. Its 
moſt probable it was, and'it was wWith' joy; how ever 
we tnay argue a mazor;,foalſofromthar ofthe Pſalm: 
Pſal.122,1. But more full co. our purpofe is thar 2. 
Chro. 23, 16, 17. - Where you have rhe Covenant, 
the fraire of it;and how it was'entercained: with joy, 
ver. 21.ſ02'<h79,29;10. Andthis:was nor perſonall, 
*bat without queſtion Nationell:-'He didit as a Kiog, 
an! fo the Kingdome with him, as appeares by the I(- 
. fue, ver. 20; "The Elders goec along v. 28, there's a 


ART Eaol, 2nd. wavnor this wich joy? See verſes 


Reaſons z,, Becauſe this is a ſigne-of the graces of God, not only 


Teſiding, but excelling inthe people ofiGod: To keep 

up Religion in purity, requires grace, bur to renew it 
. & that by Covenantfarpues zeale: and undaunted and un- 
| _— reſolutions, as it was' ſayd of Tehoſaphar, 
_ 2.Chro.17, 6. his heart was lift ay 1n'the wayes of God, ca- 
_ Tied on ere opp wings SfPaith and zeale over all 
impediments.” ''Andſhould not werrejoyce awag; to 
ure 


had 


 Teefuctſignes of grace in- a Kingdome? Iam 
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| hdwe Davids Spirit, we ſhonld 1 Chyo: 29, 9; ' See. 
_ vhatjoy there was for that one diſcovery of good af: - 
ſection 'ts God, Phz1. 4,10; The Apoſtle rejoyced. 
prirlys rhar cheir care of him did flouriſh againe, nor, 
rthe profiche:reap'r, but for'the-grace: they ſhewed. 
infuch a Nationall Covenant ; mens care of God doth 
flouriſh againe, care of his ſervice, andſhould rot we 
much more rejoyce 2 ſure we ſhould, ard will if wee 
benor wicked; and ſo hating grace; or proud and enty- 
m#,which farbe they from us. 
» ANationall Covenant for reformation, is an ex- 
cellentmeanes of reformation, of ſuppreſſing the falſe, 
and ſerr39g up the'true Religion, (o:irisro be rejoyced 
ar.” : Thatirt isa meanes of reformation experience 
may ſhew. Where ever was it undertaken thart ir fay- 
led> See herein Aſa, in Hezekiah, in Joaſh, or Feho- 
#d4zs time, when this was made,1dolls and Idolatry 
wenr preſently downe, and the ſervice of God as faſt 
-bp;fee 2 Chro. 15; 16, and 2 (110. 24,17, 18, and 29, 10, 
FL 36. and 34,31, 32,33 « So Ezralo. 3, 5s 17 *- And 
-howſhbauld it be otherwayes > For entering into Co- 
'venant 'fhewes zeale, conrage, and reſolution, and 
when it s Nationall, thete is outward ſtrength added 
-toſtrengrh of Spiric, and what can let? 2 (hrs, wlr. 
he did it with all his heart, and proſpered, When men 
'Covenanr, they do it wich all rheir might, and wall 
"Proſper :: when men come tothis to renew their Co- 
venane with God, he will renew his Covenant with 
"them, and bleſſe rheir undercakings. Andif God .be 
'ithus, who can be againſt vs? 7oſh. 1,5,6. There 
' betwopromiſes made to oſÞua, one ſubordinate to 
' the other': "The: maine che 'Apoſthe makes common, 


"andwirh the ſame reaſon we may infer the latter; the 
| B 3 Con: 


Fudahs joy at. the Oath, 


Condition is thits, ver. 7. 'Be ſtrong. Now the Ca. 
_ -venanting ſhewes this ftrengrh of Spiriror reſolution, 
and thereforealllerscome dawne, and reformation 
will —_— and:if reformation be effeQed, then 
there'is cauſe of Joy. Reformation is a thing thar 
che people of God have alwaics and ſhould rejoyce in. 
Xehem. 8. the reſtauration of one ordinance wharjoy 
iccauſed,'ver. 17. So likewiſe 2: Chyo. 30. and ifany 
thing be cauſe ofgoy , Reformation is : That which 
removes cauſes of ſorrow, and brings:many cauſes of 
Joy, that will be rejoyced in. Bur chis reformation 
doth, It removescauſes of ſorrow. for it removes {i2, 
Irs an healing of our iback(lidings, which: is cauſe of 
Forrovv, ſo of all corrnaptions in Religion ; novy 
wvyhar cauſe of ſorrovy theſe be, fee Ezraq 3. Per.1o. 
1. Ezek.36, 33. It removes ſcares, and feare hath tor- 
2nent;1 John 4,18. When vve are in our finnes vve 
-havecauſe ro rremble at thethreatnings,as Ezra g,3.4 
It removes Tudgments, ſo Hezekieh aymed and found, 
2 Chor. 29, 10. and2 Chro. 15. 2,3, 4, 5- Againe, 
itbringscauſes of joy : For hereby God is glorihed, 
«God js-exalred, vvho vvas before neglected, falle vvor- 


'{hipis aprovocartion, giving his glory to another, go- | 


inga whoring, Reformation is a ferting up his word 
for rule, and giving him the worſhip he requires. Now 
when Godisglorified, ſhould not we rejoyce, ſal. 57. 


''F: Pſal.42 10: He thar was ſo wounded at Gods dil- | 


honours, would nor he as greatly cejoyce ar Gods 
_ glory? withour queflion, and nothing elſe was the 
_ cauſeofthe joy. 1 (hro.29,9. Againe, the good of 
_ mens ſoules isfucthered, for hereby men are brought 
_ 'Intothe wayoflifeand falvation, Poyſon:is raken our 
of rheir food, leaven ont of their ſervices, their Soules 
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will 


 villbe edife 
Rar we ſhould cjoycein®: 
his, 


{ here's joy in heaven, for 
iffor-one ſoule, much more-for many. 48.11,18, 
3. This isthe way ro proſperity, to have God blefle us 

i0.21l we put our hands unto, for now we keepe Co- 
yenant wich him,. he will likewiſe keepe Covenant 
with us. and thar is to bleſſe us in all we put our hands 
unto,.Dext. 28. So2 (hro. 13,15. And ſoin Hezet;- 
«time, the Land recovered ics priſtine honour, and 
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d,:ſervices reſpe, perſons ſaved, and 


ſtrengeh loſt by wicked backſliding 4baz, So then 


there {reps cauſe to rejoyce in a-Nationall Cove- 
nant.of Þ eformation, becauſe it will produce. Refor- 


, 
FP 


7 


tegeneration of a Nation,. 
_ ANationall Covenant. is a thing that in time of 
need all Godly hearts do earneſtly defire and-pray 
for, therefore. they. will rejoyce. at-ir; |they fee the 
need of it, becanſe without ic the worke will not be 
done. The oppoſites while the ſtanders for purity, 
ſand ſiglezre roo hard for them, by ſame way or 0- 
ther, chey jeerhe, yſcof it in examples. as hath been 
layd out; they-ſfec iris an ordinance of God, and be- 
Ing 12 iy. by che word, they cannot but deſire, and 
ray that God would ſtirup the hearrs of mea ro it, 
low often have you in this place heard and joyn'd iQ 
ep with this Petition, that God would move our 


ation which is comfortable many wayes:;-Its the 


Reaſon 3... 


oreraigne with Joſiah, to bring us intoa Covenant 


of reformation. Now what we pray for, we ſhould 
Praiſe God for, and can we praiſe God forrthat we joy 
nBotin z The denying or prolonging of ihe defire 1s harſh, 
| butthegrapting of 1, 55 as ihe tree of life, moſt refreſhing 
and ſtrengthening, Pro. 13,12: AU theh that have 
bad ſo much goodneſſle as to deſire it, and pray for it, 
muſt needs rejoyce in it.  - 


Now - 


w 


2 1 watthe Oth 
Fi abs joy attne Uath, 


- 'Now ifyou inquire whara Nationall Covenant is, 


ivis-a Bond wherein a Nation jJoynes together to 


biad chemſelvesro God and one'another, for the pro- 


motingofany-publique'good. Now this is done in di- | 


vers formes, ſometimes by way of ſingle vow, pro- 
miſe, and Proteftation , ſometimes there is added an 
Oath, as here there was, for that whichis called a 
Covenanr, ver. 12, is here rermed an Oath ver. 15, 
Yea ſometimes there is {urcher expreſſed a curſe a- 
gainſtchoſe that will not-enter or fulfill ic. Nehem. 
9,29. ' All kinds bind firmly, they difer only in de. 
gree, Heb..6,17, 18. Word, and Oarh, arc ſaydto 
be two things which for God to break is impoſſible, 
and then for man to breake either, muſt be diſhoneſt 
and damnable. Thus for proofe. 

T., This is uſefull; firſt for information, and ic may 
informe us of 2 things, 1 What cauſe we have in this 


Narion, of joy, yeaof great joy. May nor I asthe 


meſſenger of the Lord of Hoſts, {ay unto you as the 
Angelis? Zuk 2,11. Feare not, for behold I bring 
you good tidings of great joy which ſhall be to all 
people; for in our Nation now is formed a National! 
Covenant againſt corruptions, and for Reformation. 


A Nation is either Colk#:ve, or Repreſentatrve: The | 


Parliament is the Nation repreſentative, and'ſo the 
whole Nation hath taken it; not one ofthe houſe of 
Commons or Peeres who were preſent refuſing : The 
Peeres alſo ſubſcribing ir with their hands, according 


Nehem. 9,38. to that expreſſion Eſay 44,5. orasin Nehemzahs time 
they ſerco their ſcales.” And this they have publiſhed 


partlyfor cur conſolation, partly for our imication, 


and have wenorin this cauſe: to rejoyce? May not | 


Iſrael rejoyce in thoſe that made ir? and the Children 
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| gooda worke? F | 
| 2+ This may (hew us, that it is our duty co enter 
into this Covenant. That as this Covenant is already 
byche A of the Parliament Narionall repreſentative, 
ſoit may be Natzone!] Colizirve by the ARt of every 
| ſubjeQ in particular. Oughe we not todo that which 
' ismatterofjoy tothe Godly ? Ff ir be /o bad to make 
the hearts of the godly ſad, and a a wickedglid, Eze.12, 
| 22. Þ$it not very good to make the godly glad; and 

| dampehewicked? Onrenrring into Covenant will - 
| doett.. Nebem, 10,28, 29, When the Nobles wene 
before, all chac were of underſtanding, entred into 
| Covenant after them. Our Nobles have gone before, 
W doth noble in blood, and in Office, and ought not we 
| nowtofollow? he that joyes not at the Covenaner, is 
nademned by this rext, and he that joyes and joynes 
 20t, will be condemned of himſelfe. Fr 
* _ 04:e8, Butitmway be ſome ont of ignorance of the 
| nature of this worke, may (cruple touching the Jaw- 
flaefſeof this preſent bond, for whoſe ſatiſfation 

theſe Arguments following may ſuffice. 

4.- That which is ſer before us in the approved ex- 
| amples of Scriptures, and hath been inuſe in famous 
| Churches and Common-wealths, chat may lawfully 
deundertaken by Chriſtian people : Bur ſach is this 
Proteſtation for the maintenance of true Religion, 
«herefore jt is lawfull. In the dayes of eAſa,2 Chro. 
15,12. andof 7oſiab 2 C hro. 34,31, 32. of Ezra Cap, 10. 
| 3+ and 50f Nebemia 9, 38. In all theſe rimes they 
made a Covenant for the maintenanceot Religion in 
itsparity, according tothe word : Soin the Kingdom 


 OfScorland 1680 and $31. Soinour Kingdom to main- 
CT. taine 


F 


taine the privileges of Magna Charia: Therefore 
this prevpt bond hath good ground for it. 
Ob, 


King. 
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The Covenantsof Scripture flowed from the 


Anſ. Not all, asthat in Ezy4's time, and Nehemi. 


abs, when they were under foraine power, yer they 
Covenanted hzs znconſulits. Secondly, Num, 20. we 


read, vowes may be made by thoſe under Aathority, 
only ſuperiors have power atrhe firſt-notice of them 
to reverſe them. Burrtheir ſilence is conſent: ſo our 


Soveraignes ſafferingis approving, and confirming: 
beſides it cannot be imagined that ſuch things as are 


ſounanimouſly conſented to by both Houſes, ſhoald 


not be approved by rhe King, and the Proteſtation 
Ir ſelfe is Printed by the Kings Printer. 


'2. A Covenantor vow, is an Ordinance of God,for 


the helpe of humane frailey, ro keepe us faſt to the. 
' performance of any neceflary duty which we have or 


are prone to recede from - whence thus I argue; an 


'Ordinance of God undertaken by fir. perſons on jul 


occaſion is lawfull, but ſuch is this vow or Protelia- 
rion, therefore it is Jawfull. Perſons fit for a vow, 
muſt be ſuchas are ſui 7r:s, that is, free, or at leal: 
ſ#i jar:s, in regard of the thing vowed. 


Ob. Buthere the doubr ariſeth, how Sabjefts that | 


are under a King.can beſzi Iris, and fo be free to Co- 
'venanr, eſpecially in ſuch a thing, wherein there 1s 


'poſlibility that their King may be their opponent, by 


ſuch evill adviſe, as bath of late been given. 
' Anſ. One may beſuz Iar:s,% free in oze reſpe# which 
 Isnor ſo abſolutly, as a ſervant that hath an eſtate fre? 
tohimſelfe, though he be nor ſui iarisFn reſpet of 111 
perſon, ayd lo cannot make avow to ingage it, yer he is 


J 


(1 


LA OR 


| ſu Juris, free in regard of bis eſtate, and may by vow in- 
| oape that, Now though we be Subjedts, we be free 
{jets under the proteQion of Laws, which mea- 
| furgour ſubzeF0n, and our Soveraignes dominion ac- 
| cording ro which the King is bound by oath, and e- 
| quity to governe, receiving his Crowne on theſe - 
' termes; whereby it appeares, that though the Sub- 
jets of England be nor ſui Turis abſolutly, yet arethey 
\ ſoinwhatthe Lawes tye them nor ro ſubjetion. Now 

inchis Proteſtation we Covenant only to maintaine 
things eſtabliſhed by Law, and that in legall wayes, 


. andro refſiſt i]legall preſſures, and therefore in theſe 
; WW filings we are free tomake a vow or Covenant: be- 
4 lides itis to be obſerved, rhat this Covenant is made. 


by che Honſes of Parliament, the higheſt Courtin 
the Land, who have power to conſult and decree 


d _ whatever is according to Law for publike weale,and 
p; by them we are, though nor commanded, yer permic- 
| I td, yea invired to enter intro this Covenant, and 
; therefore have freedome toenter intoir. Andas the | 
: Tons are fit, ſo are the occaſions juſt, for what is a 


juſt occaſion ofa vow or Covenant, to performance 
| of any thing, bur humane frailery and corruption 
manifeſted in former violation 2 as in Hezekiahs and 
Joþabs time, the Apoſtacy to Idolatry occaſioned the 
Covenant againſt it : ſolikewiſe in Ezra, and Nehe- 
mabs time, former deviation produced the preſent 
Covenant to prevent furure, and res2pſa loquitur, yea 
clamat, what grofle deviations in all rhe particulars 
may juſtly require a Covenant that we may be more 
M IRptORrevention. : 
_ . 3. Such bonds as are neither againſt Law, conſci- 
ence, nor prudence, may be lawfully corredioto: Bur 
OT C 2 ſach 
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ſuch is this Proteftation, therefore it may lawfully 
be entred into». 

"1. This borifl is not againſt law, becauſe it js only 
ſor the maintenance of the law, andthe prevention 
of opprefſions and Innovations againſt Law, and by- 
lawtull meanes, 2nd in ſuch- away as is. forbidden by 
no Jaw, therefore there can be no illegaliryin ir. 

2. Nor is itagainſt conſcience, becauſe it binds to. 
nothing unlawtull, rhat bond onlyis againſt conſci- 
ence, whichis/a bond. of iniquitic : Now this. binds 

\ only by good meanes to prevent corruptions in Re- 
ligion, andooppreffion in civill liberties orperſons for 
ſtanding for them, whereia if the perſons to- be: oppo. 

a ſed be ſomerimes governors, weaye bound to oppoſe 
not their Authority, but their Zxft, nor ro hinder their 
Government.but their Tyraray,which weare nor bound. 
to ſybmir to, and its cheir honour, and ſafety, that ir 
ſhould be hindred- rather then farthered, irs berter- 
to have powercurb'd, thenro abuſcic: Tres berter and 
rather to be cliofen .of a. conſcientious Chriſtian, nor 
to be aKing then tobea Tyranr. = 

'3,. Nor is this. bond againſt Prudence, bar this # 

the liardeft cazke ro demonſtrate, becauſe it hath nor 

ſuch fixed rules, yer we' may prove it thus: Thar 

bond which ibia, 2ra:ters of we3ght anſwerable to the 

gagemere peedffll. and pr tle, rhat is-not agaiait 

Pixgence-: Bur ſuch is this preſeor Proteftarion, rhet- 

fore it 13 not againſt Pradence, © 

1, Thisis ih matcers weighty, as in matrer of Re- | 
ligion, for which if we prefer the ſbule and che glory 

of, God (asall ought todoe). before life and. all our- 

ward thongs, we may-emer inco theſtfongeſtengage- 

q; r the Kings perſon, eftare; aid honour, 

they. 
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| they eharri hely efteeme the works i care of $9-- 
| yervignty for the Subjed, and rhetieerhe Bond of re— 
| ſpetffromeheSubjeft ro the Soveraigne, wHl judge 
hat jy $1 opheno to thinke any thing' too deare ro 
(afery of che King and his regall Stare 
and - j arab and for the liberties of Parliaments, and 
of Subj jeQs, he that conſiders-thatin theſe the comfor- 
table-injoymene of all we have is involved, will chink 
' nothingreoo much to ingage for the maintenance of 
them; ſo for muruall defence, if any ſuffer for a com- 
mon cauſe; all ſuffer in him,and therefore ſhould ſtand 
forhim as for themſelves, and for bringing co puniſh- 
menethe oppoſers of theſe, this is as weighty as the 
things thithfelyes which cannot otherwiſe be main- 
cained,- but' by ſap} preffing thoſe which undermine 
them.. And laſtly, forthe peace ofthe'3 Kingdomes,, 
they beftip'how as it were one, the diviſion of them is 

tie way roruine,and forthe whole matter of this Pro- 

teſtation is moſt weighty. 

2% This bond was needfull, for rheſe things: have 
beehne ſo violated, and the violation and che viola- 
tors ſo ſtrengthened, chactche friends of theſe privi- 
pes have'nor been, nor wouldin likelihood be able- 

wattitaine'them, anleſſe ſtrengthened by ſuch an 
uiviyfzble Bond of anion, 

2/Thiy Bond is 2. probable meanes to effet the 
Covetratited': It it were very © Or im r0- 
baſs; then it'were a cerraitie of ſhare w 74 
Dogdence would dilwade, biirics fey there be 
cm) heel. ar int corthalt is agement in 

the: th 73.6 nents; wor cies, and * 
hz: | 7 no 
GIA hings- 
Waals: 
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want-nathingro make them prevalent but union, 
which this Covenant confirming,-is a moſt probable. 
meanes to make able for the things Covenanted, 
Okbj. Bur what if ſome fall off, or enow will nor 
comein, ortheſe things ſhould be- oppoſed by for-_ 
wigne ford 
 Anſ. It many ſhould fall off, or that fo preat 
force ſhould oppoſe: char the parties Covenancing 
could nor by force maintaine the things Covenanted, 
T conceive the. intenr;of. che bond then, is not to tie 
men.to runen certaineruine, bur to maintaine theſe 
things. ina pradentiall way, to venture ſtate and life, 
whenthere is probability ſuch adventure may effect 
the t uDB, or elſe to waite for an opportunity whenit- 
may, and not tobe drawne by any..meanes faire ot 
foule, from chis purpoſe or reſolution. 
Ob)j. 2. A man bythis Covenant may be engaged 
further the puniſhment of his Father, Sonne, ordea+ 
reſt friend, and is not thar a ſnare? 


' 8p6 asin robbing of Churches or the Treaſury. A 
* *$onhneconſcions ſhould befilent; but if his Father af+ 
fe tyranny, or would betray the Countrey whenthe 
. "things tends to the ruine of the Common-wealth, 
*"Gen he muſt prefer the ſafery of the Country before 
tis Facher, andfurther his puniſhment, and this reſo- 
Jution Is rationall,therefore the perſons we Covenant 
againſt, being ſuch as endeavor what tends to the ru- 
ine of the Common-wealth, the Father, and (o all of 
"kin, if chey will nor be reclaymed by warning, may 
by os be furthered co puniſhment. 
rue Tewes, true friends to Religion yea or no : All 7u- 
"dah reioyced at the Oath They then that rejoyce nor at 
burNacionall Covenant, are notof 74a, nor true ſ- 
#aclitesin whom there is no guile : Were they (if they 
"miſtake it not} they would lurely rejoyce, Pſa. 126,1,2. 
'Whea the Iſraclits had their Captivity returned,they 
'wereeven tranſported with joy. This Covenant isa 
Kind of rerurning of a Spiriruall Caprivity under 
Which-our Religion and Religious men have been ? 
Andcan we chooſe bur rejoyce? The Parliamenc 
areaboutro enadt thar the raking or retuſing of this 
'Vow ſhalbe a Touch-ſtone to diſcover who in profel- 
fion be of vs,who againſt us; who of 1/rael,who of Ama- 
teck,Bur this text will be a cloſer difcovery, Re. 2, 9,8 
3.9. there is ſpeech of ſome thar ſay.they are lewes ana 
are nor, bar of the Synagogue of Satan, in hew with 
the Tew, in ſubſtance with Satan : ſo ſom rhere be thar 
be in word withas, in heart with Rome, Now theſe will 
; take the Proreſtartion (if urged) {o that cannoar di co : 
"ver them, bur they will nor rejoyce ip ir,they wil nor 


' beCordiall, chis will convince chem : A lew indeed 
| | : wil! 
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 awill not onlyrake it, but rejoyce at_ir, he that loyey 
2a thing will rejoyce at the promotion of it, and no 
man is Religious indeed, but he that loves Religion 
2 Theſ.2, 10. Now this Covenant is a meancs topro- 
z mote Religion. Never did Shbslt4h berter diſtinguiſh 
an Ephreimie then this Toy an Hyppocyiticall profeſſor of 
our Religion.He may offer to takethe Proteftation; but 
he wilſay but fboleth, he wil liſpe, be will not ſpeake 
our cordially,rejoycing at the Oath, & ſo is layd npes. 
Viez. This 3s - reprooteof ſuchas doe nor. joy atthe 
_ Oath, at our Nationall Covenant, that have not their 
hearts inlarged with conſideration of the graces of 
God ſhiningin our Parliament-men, with the hopes 
of tbe flouriſhing of Religion, to ſee the expeRation 
of Papiſts utterly daſhed: benor cheſe matters of grea- 
reſt joy? Are you not. then like thoſe that dreame, 
doubting whether theſe things be ſo, becauſe they are 
fo tranſcendent > If not, if you wane Ioy, then 
cell mee where is your zeale for GOD? Where is 
your-love to Religion > See you not your deſires ful- 
filled, yourprayers returned, andare you yet heart- 
bound? Whar will then inlarge you? Our Brethren 
_of Scotland when they renewed their Nationall Co- 
venant, they of them eſpecially that had ſcene the 
making,the breaking and renewing of their Nationall 
Covenant, wept as faſt for joy at the renovation,as c- 
ver they had for griefe at the breach of the Covenant. 
 Andſhall we have no inlasgemenrt of heart? what 
- Thame, what finne is this? When we bring a man ſome 
ſpeoiall wig which we ſuppoſe he highly prizech, If 
he looke diſdainfully, nay careleſlyupon ir, we will 
prefently repent thatwe have done it for him. Ts not 
this Covenant a mercy that God lookes England | 


(hould | 
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| ſfhonſdprize? Willnortſleighting of ir, in'not being af- 
feacd with it, ſhow an nnworthinefſe of ir, and make 
God blaſt it, curſeir? Oh then ler them be grieved aiid 
| aſharhed that joy not in it: It ſhewes a cold Spirit, a 

carnall Spirir, nor like rhat of the godly, whoſe praiſe 
| kin the Scripture. 

Hence we may draw a threefold Exhortation, x To 
rejoycein this Covenant: was there ever ſuch a worke 
' inthe Church withour joy? Let norus degenerate.Doe 

you love -God? Rejoyce to fre him glorified. Dce 

you lovethe Parliament? Rejoyce to ſee their zeale 
andother graces flouriſh. Doe you love your ſelves? 
Rejoyce to ſee ſalvation coming to you ? Doe you love 
the Nation? Rejoyce to lee Gods diſpleaſure removed, 
his favor procured, feare of judgments vaniſhing, peace 
and,proſperity approaching. Do you love your Breth- 
ren? Rejoyce thar the evil ſhall be reſtrained, the weake 
preſerved, the good protected. If Miniſters now be fi- 
lencedagainſt Law for Preaching downe Innovations, 
or people vexed for refuſing ſubjeation to them, they 
may goeto any Peecre or Parliament-man, and by his 
Nationall Covenanc (he himſelfe having firſt taken it) 
require andenjoy his aſhſtance,ro be righted.and to have 
tis oppreffiog perſecutor punithed, what ever he bezlay- 
manor Prelare: Nay it thou canſt not looke lo high as 
theſe Spiritual! conſiderarions, yet our Covenanr is ſuch. 
as may make thee glad: For ifany (hall now come upon 
thee with anlawtull raxcs, Will ſtreyoe thy goods, 1m- 
prifon thy perſon, &c. thou mayſt goe ro auy Peere or 
Parliament-man,and by vertue of this, require aſh{tance: | 
and is nor here cauſe of joy ? Oh then be joyfull all che 
People of rhe Land, and ſerve the Lord with gladnes, 

Bur becauſe it is the worke of our Oftice,nor to have do- | 
minion over your faith, ew be helpers of your joy, 


GC0F, 


| FE: 
| 
Memes 1, 


a Fudahs joy at the Oath, 


2 Cor. 1,24. Give me leave to-lay downe a few meanes 
to further rhis joy 10 you. 

'Then ponder the benefies of this Covenant, Its the 
headthat muſt move the hearr, holy motions'flow from 
holy notions: chemore you apprehend and ponder the 
cauſe of any affetion, the more it ſtirs: what the eye 
ſees nor. the hearr rues not, iris true 1n evils, and ir is as 
erucin goods: What the minde apprehends nor, the 
heart joyes nor, Fſal. 63,5,6. David was fatiſfied as 
with marrow and farneſle, withjoy wr God:: bur it was #Þ 
bymeditating on him. So we by meditating on this | 
Covenant, and rhe benefts of it, may, have our hearts 
debghtedas with marrow andfarnefle : you may be he]- 
pediin-pondering to {ee the good init by the reaſons be- 
tore alleaged, which are convincing. 

2. Lookeupon the examples of Scripture, in this and 
other places, and that will worke upon you; affe&on is 
— ſceing others griefe or joy is very apt to 
move us, and ſo willthe confideration: of the affection 
of the Saints-in Scripture : The Scriptures are @ glalile, 


 buetheyarea ſtrong glaſſe, a transforming glafſe that 


changeth our ſoulesto the likeneſſe of rhat we ſee 2 Cor. 


_ 2218. Bur weall with open face beholdeng as ina glaſſe, the 


glory of the Lord are changed into the ſame Image from gl0- 
7320 glory: ſois the worde tous, when in it, as in a glaſle, 
we behold the gracious affetions of the Saints : Sure | 
am, they will make us bluſh if webe far ſhort and unlike | 
them, and ſhame will ſtir us up to reforme, as 2 Chro. 30, 


| 15. The forwardnefle ofthe people did ſhame thePreiſts 


aud Levires, and make them fanQify themſelves. 

3. Excite and ſtir up your hearts, yoa know though a 
man fnde a dampe on my iric ſomerimes, yer if he ſec 
cauſe of joy, and ſet himſelfe to be cheerefull, he may 
attaine it, as they did, Nehem 8.9, 10, 11,12, Call up- 

on 


= Fudahs joy at the Oath, 


on your hearts chen ro be merry in «che Lord, and fay 

4t5not arime of drooping bur of rejoycing. 

4. If you inde any of this holy flame inkindled in 
you by this Sermon cheriſh ir, blow irup, keepeir up, 
The word is moving for the preſent, but the impreſſion 
_ vill nor ſtay long withont renewing it : Repeare it 

therefore in your houſes in your minds : rub it apaine 

and againe upon your Soules. 

5. Pray: Joyisthe fruite of the Spirit; pray forthe 
Spiritto worke this affetion co annoynt you with this 
ople.of gladneſle, ro inlarge you to rejoyce in thisgood 
worke : this will be acceptable ro God, and no lefle to 
ns; for when we rejoyce in Gods ſervice, God will blefſe 


2s, azay be ſeene 2 Cro. 30. 26, 27. 


We ſhould praiſe God for it alwaies, that which is expo. :. 


matterof joy, is matter of praiſe too : For they are both 
far good things wherein we are intereſted - That praiſe 
isheartlefle chat comes nor from joy, and that joy is car- 
nallwhichends not in praiſe, and therefore theſe two 
areviuallytwins in the hearts of the Godly : joy is the 
elder Brother, bur praiſe holds him by the heele, Pſa. 
126,2, When their mouchs were filled with laughrer, 
their-congues were alſo raken up with ſinging. When 
Dazed [ertried the Arke it was not only withjoy, andex- 
uleation;but wth a Pſalme of praiſe, 1 (70.16, 7,8. and 
_ truly chisday is Religion ſerrtledin our Land,andchere- 
forethis deſerves praiſe, a Pſalme of Praiſe, a day of Praiſe, 
ard God move the heart of the Parliament 10 this ſolemne 
thankfulneſſe, as well as 10 this couragious reſolutneſſe, that as 
they abownd mn other, ſo they may in this grace alſo: In the 
meane time ler us glority G O D thar bath given ſuch 
prace cothem, ſuch mercy to us in rime of need; Let 
this chankfalneſfle then begin in the ſoule in inward con- 


vincement ot ingagement, and inlargmeat to Go1 an- 
| D 2 ſwerable 


Fudabs joy at the Oath. 


ſwerable to ſucha blefling, let thankfulneſſe as apreci. 
ous ſpice, flow our'in thankfull ſpeeches, bleſſing God 
wittr Ezra, who hath pur (uch a thing inro the heart of 
the Parliament to reſtore and beurifie Religion, Ezra # 
26,27. Andlet usadde thankfulneſleof'life, which js 


the life ofthankfalnefie,oiving our ſelves to God in all + | 


holy obedience, and pecially to make and keepe this 
Covenant, which is the third and laſt Exhorcation, 
Enter into this Covenant, you have beene informed 
itis a duty, and every duty is to be-praQtiſed *.There is a 
ſervice which is freedome, the ſervice of Chreft: and there 
is a freedome which is ſervitude, freedome to ſinne, 10.8, 31, 
32,24. There is a libercy, which is bondage, as that 
which is carnall, and here's a bondage which is liberty: 
Take this Vow,it will make you free from the Antichri- 
ſtian yoke and illegall Preflures > Feare not, for you 
have the Peeres of the Land, and Lower houſe of Par- 
liament faſt bound to prote& you in this, with life and 


Mor, x, ſtate. To excite you, conſider the examples in the Scrip- 


rare, wherein upon all occafions the people have been 
tratable., as hath been formerly ſhewed : Add tothem 
the noble example of both Honſes of Parliament. It's 
avery lade that wil not follow,& he muſt needs be a du? 
Chriſtian who cannot be moved with ſuch a cloud of 
ſuch leaders. Shall we fee the menof 1ſrael and 7udab 
contending about priority, in bringing David back to 
his Kingdome, and ſhall nor we rather ſtrive then ſtrain 
courtelie,who ſhal be firſt hereby tobring Chr;ſt back a- 
gain tous, who was departing from us (as wel he might) 
for he was driven fron: amongſt us ; his truths being 


_ ſome ſopprefled, ſome diſgraced, and Popery counte-_ 


nanced, and by degrees introduced. Shall we thow lefſe 
reſped to the eAntirype then they to the Type, to Cori? 
then chey to. David? Hath not the Scorch Nation 1" 


5 
(4:45 
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this given us a brave example ? ſhall we be behind them 
in duries, whom God hath'made' to onr-ſtrip in our- 
ward mercies ? 2. If we enter nor this Proreftation, 
weſhall ſeeme-ro deſerc the Houſes of Parliamenr, eſpe- 
cially che Honſe of Commons, from which this Prote- 
ftarion'did firſt low : The Houſe of {ommozrs are cho- 
ſen by ns, entrufted by us,heare the burthen forus,ſpend 
their time,their ſtr&gth for us, imploy their gifrs,iogage 
their perſons and eftartesfor us.and in this way have en- 
tred into this Proteftation. If they ſhonld ſtand alone 
init, ie might be miſinrerpreted, ſo become a ſnare, and 
whe'they have don it for us, ſhould we diſcourage them? 
what ingraticude were thac > whatunworthicelſe? who 
would ferve > who would venture any thing tor ſuch un- 
worthy. ones ? That Honourable Houle repreſents this 
whole Nation : we have vertually all entred into it, in 
them we are ingaged in all their juſt and Honorable A- 
ions, and ought to ſtick co what they have done,ſfo that 
our entring into this Proreſtation, will nor be much 
more then what already we are by conſequent ingaged 
unto, ſave only a more formall and actuall exprefſion of 
that in our owne perſons, which we have already vertn- 
ay donc in the perſons of others. = HO 
\3. If we enter nor this Covenant, we ſhall deſert the 
cauſeof God and be ill Chriſtians, for this is undertaken 
asan effequall meanes ro confirme true Religion, and 
wound Popery in theſe Kingdomes to the heart : And 
ſure ifany meanes under heaven can exrirpate Popery, 
this is ir,which ingageth men notonly to rejett it, bur op- 
poſeir, not only in'their owne perſons to depart FO 
It, bur with all their gh: 10 keepe zt from coming 
'n amonpſt us by the wicked and prophane plots of 
others, Now ſhall we pull our hand from ſuch a worke 
wherin the honour of cri, and the ſalvarion of mens 
loules is ſo deeply concerned ? God forbid ! 2 
: D 3 _ 


—_— 
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4. Hwe be notreadyto this we thall deſert the King 
 andbe wanting in the duties of good Subjedts, for here- 
in weareto proteſtto maintaine his Majeſties Royall 
perſon, horour, andeſtate, and:can we be backward to 
that withour impeachment roour Allegiance > Beſides; 
much ofthe matter ofthis V ow is concurrent with that 
of the Oath art his Majeſties Corronation,ſo the entring 
into this will be a ſtrenghrthening unto the performance 
of that, and thereby we ſhall do n@ meane duty of Alle- 

_ geance.. 5. In denying this Vow, we ſhall deſert our be- 
loved Country, and betray the liberties of ir, which we 
herein ſhould proteſt ro maintaine,and this Proteſtation 
is a meanes to vindicate them, ſo far ivtrenched upon. 
Now to be wanting ro our Country, is co be worſe then 
Heathens, who for the preſerving of publicke weale,have 
notſhunned the greateſt dangers or ſufferings, & Chri- 
{ſtianity ſhould elevate humanity, nor cake ir off, but en- 
able and carry on toall civill duries on berter & higher 
grounds. 6, Valefle we be ready to this Vow, we hall 
be injurious to the Court of Parliamenr for ever, which 
is the glory, ſafety, and ſinnewes of our Nation, the pri- 
viledge whereof, ifonce impeached, farwell all that's 
lorious 1n in free Subje&s, we ſhall heare no more of 
ſuch glorions things done by Parliaments : Theſe have 
been ſecunda Tabula poſt Naufragium, to ſave a ſinking 
State, theſe have been the refuge of the oppreſſed, if we 
want Parliaments, if ever we grow downward, we ſhall 
have little hope of recovery: and if ? ar/;zaments loole 
their power andpriviledge, we (ball want them,though 
we have them. 7.Iftwe refuſe we ſhal be enemies to our 
own comfort and honour? Foryou ſee ic is a thing to 
be joyedat,and a man cannot refuſe,but ſuſpitions muſt 
needs riſe concerning him; eitherthat he is ill affeacd 
to Religion, or tainted in Loyalry, or no good Parrior, 
yes under ſome ſecret puilt,that makes him loath to cn- 
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er inro that which may returne upon his owne head, or 
that he is a man of a baſe ſelfe- feeking Spirit, without 
rue publicke generoſity to put on for any high and holy 

work and(o indeed a Chriſtian of no value:bur we have 
need of direftion how to co it, as wel as of Argument 


Y coincourage to ir: we muſt then obſerve theſe rules; 
Wemuſt do it underſtandingly, though we doe ir wah DireRion r, 


company, yet not only for company: Others examples may 
bermer Motrua, but not fundamenta, be morzves, not the 
ovly grounds of entring into rhe Covenant : we muſt un- 
d&rftand what the Covenant is that we undertake, and 
tow good it is, and ſo imbraceit. A man being a reaſo- 


_nable creature, muſt do every thing underſtandingly,or 


Ac itis nor reaſonable,and fo cannot be acceptable ſer- 
vice, Rom. 12,1, 2. We muſt doit {incerely, nor wich 
the month alone, bur with the hearr - God diſcernes, & 
abhors Aypocriſy, as they Covenanted 2 Chr.15,12. To 
enter into-a Covenant with all thery heart, ſo they performed 
i,v.15. 3. We muſt do ir willingly and freely, nor 
forcedly, no not ina mixt ſenſe, for feare of cenſure 'or 
puniſhment, but voluntarily chooſing it as that which is 
goodand eligible : No ation is acceptable, bur what is 
don willingly : ſome things are fofull which are in yo- 
luntary,bur none good. 4. Y ea,we ſhould do it joyfully, 
deingglad of an opportunity to do good, and approve 
ourſelves to Godas they did here. 5. ve ruſt doic 
reverently; a Vow isan Ordinance of God, it is made 
with God, before God, and when we have to deale with 
God more ſolemnly, whois glorious,or wich Ordinances 
thatare ſo holy, ſhould nor we be reverent? Laſtly, we 
muſt do it conſcienciouſly, not careleſiy, I meane fo rhar 
when we have don ir,we remember it, and make conſci- 
ence of the obſervation of it, elſe we prophane It, we 


looſe the end ofir, we breake many a ftri& charge in che 
wordof paying our. Vowes Wc have made and ſoindeed 
” may 


- 
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may getacurſe inſted of a bleſſing, being to God as de- 
ceivers,which rhing 7acob feared then,G.27,12.Our An- 
ceſtors,ar leaſt, the Peeres have bound their poſterity in 
a Curie, if they did nor uphold the liberties of Aſapnz 
Charta, which how well(or ill rather) ir hath been ob- 
ſerved, is no hardthing to conjecture, and why may nor 
that Curſe be one main thingcauſing our woes?I am ſure 
in the Original the words in Jeremy may be rendred 
thus, For the curſe or execration the Land mournes: This 
Covenantis wiſelier contrived, being perſonall, not for 
poſterity, who having not our occaſions may want our 
care, and may degenerate as we fomrimes did: let us 
therefore who doit out of freſh bleeding occaſion, be 
conſcientious in-it to obſerve it, to helpe us it's good to. 
keepe a'Copy 'of whatwe have entred into: keeping ir 
on a zablern our houſes, may furcher the keeping of it on 
the table of oar hearts. Andoh thar-thart God, who when 
he had pur it inco the heart of Hezekiato keepe a Paſſes 
over in puricy, and declare it by Proclamation, gaverto 
Indah one hearc todo the commandemeanc of rhe King, 
and the Przzces,by the word of the Lora,would give Erg- 


landone heart in this manner, to enter this Covenant 


according to the rule of Gods ward:thea would God give 
us reſt round abour,as he did to thele Tewes, 2 Chy.15,15. 
Then would he doaccording to his promiſe,ſubdue our 
enemies,make the haters of the Lord ſubmit rhemſelves, 


andfeed us with the fineſt of the wheate, P[.31,14,15,16. 


He would do, dol ſay? nay do we nortſee he hath done? 
Foris therenor newly agrievouspiort diſcovered,defea- 
red, and wepreſerved, which is like to tarne to the fur- 
ther confuſion of the adverſaries,the glory of the cruth, 
andperfe&ion of reformation : oh then ler this con- 
firme us, and comfort us,in this bleſſed way,thac we may 
proſper here.and being fairhfull unto deach,may inherit 
the Crowne of life 39th God vouchſafe, to whom beg lo!) 
for ever, Amen, + FINIS, : 
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__ - Chriſtian Ruavne, - 
T7  cleaboar ihe Procefitionrs 
E the Preſſe, thts cane iis 
my hands a Pampblet named 
The Proteſtation Proteſted, 
or a Remonſtrance ſhewing 
> What is principally required 
: of all thoſethat have or doe 
 takethe Proteſtation : 1 hich Treati/e /o. far as.4s 
dath concerne thu title, ſeemed tome ſo irrationall, 
that I thought all underſtanding Chriſt ians would 
rather have ſmiled at the weakneſſe, then have been 
| emiway moved with the Sophiſiry of it; But find- 
ing by experience that not onely many of the more in- 
 telligent Chriſtians, but even ſome of reputation in 
an bipher ranke, were much taken with it and the- 
| effeft of it, that ſome were ſcrupled, ſome attemp- 


ted a tumultuous removing of things eſtabliſhed by 


Law, under colowr ofthis Proteſtation, 7 thought it 
| | #3 neceſſar 5 
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"PROTESTED. 


E very Title ſeemes to me a riddle, ſee- 
25 ing nothing in the Treatiſe to anſwere 
it, this Deng not an avowing, buta glob 
Gong, or rather agloſing of the Proteſta- 
tion, as will appeare by the ſequell: Bur 
leaſt we ſhould ſtumble ar the chreſhold, 
I. bath hang'd our a light, adding, Or 4 ac Remon- 


jt 4a2ce, Ec. 


EcCCLES. 5,45: 
' When ws row 4tow unto GOD. defer notto pay zt (Fc. 


THe Aurhor firſtlaics us downe a text of Scripture, 
'L frogrconfideration of which, compared wirh chis 


Proteſtation, he is made to tremble arche ſmall Ou 
44 chat 
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deliberation, Eccleſ. 5, 2. dofan help, itmay 
become a ſnare, and be lofar/from acceptation, thatic 
prove anrabomipatian, ,as-in, Jephiaes Cale, Iudges 11, 
30,31, 345/35» 36,39» - AG. 9" istaken,there ought 
to be as much rendernefſero obſerve ir, as caution be- 


4 op of 


fore we andertake ir, elſe we ſhall bur double our guilt, 


and tncre# 
b ts. | 
vow $$ ir. 


you 1 pleaſure againſt \ Whar. we 
Lc +. oo and loCaries wit itan enpage- 


menttro performance. Our_Vow. woriqn Ingage- 
ment ſupet-added rg rt firſt, if afterir we be pegligent, 


« 


we breake more bonds, and ſo muſt needs be more guil- 
ty: Irs not to be doubred but many enter this Prozeſta- 
!20x rather for company then conſcience, and fo will 
make too little account of keeping ir, andneed admo- 
nition tv obſerve, as well asto enter this Covenant, 
Bur that this negle& ſhould be ſo generall, as to include 


_ the generality of the Godly, as this Expoſitor doth 


make it, that I dare nor afſenrt.unto,. the Pſalmiſt hath 
raught memore tendernefſe, P(. 73,15. /f 7 will ſpeake 
thas, behold T ſhould offend againſt the generation of thy 
Children. -Tocondemne the godly was ſuch a thing to: 
this blefled Pſa/mift, that he would renownce ſenſe, and 
reaſon, and ſcrt.upon a ſerious review, rather then daſh 
$ had this- Author-.rtroden, hee 
would not have been ſo raſh,to have pur the foole upon 
them: He might with lefſe adoe then the Pſalmiſt have 
freed himſelfe from necdleſſe Horrour, and the godly 
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| FF'He Proteſtation 2s 1o'marniain the DoArine of the 
| L Chorch of England, ſo far as 4t is oppoſite to Popery. 
| ahichehey do war performe, fo long as they retaine and main- 
| tain the rmpoſirion of the Lirurgy, 2 the Diſcipline, 4 the 


* 


| Gorernmear, 4 theCeremonics. 
 Aaſ. In his very firſt Argumentation there is a moſt 
palpable fallacy, which is fo obvious, that its wonder 
- tome, that any man that would undertake to write 3 
| Booke ina matrer of this conſequence,ſhould cither nor 
| himſelfe ſee; or ſhould imagine that ſo many cleere eyes 
| thatitmuft needs touch, would normoſt eafily diſcerne, 
| anddiſcover it; for the Argument muſt be framed rhns. 
|  Hethat hathſolemnly vowed to maintain the Dofrine of the 
| Churchof England, ſo far as 1t is oppoſite 10 Popery, maſt re- 
| munceall Popery, and particularly the impoſutron of the L:- 
' lurgy, &c, or elſe he breakes his vow, and 7s a foole &c_ 
| Botche Miniſters and people have proteſted to marntarnihe 
' Dofirine of the Church of England, ſo far as it zs oppoſite ts 
| W Popery. Therefore they muſt renownce all Popery, and par- 
I '#alorh the impoſirionof the Liturgy &'. or elſe they breake 
Hf #beir comes and are fooles, in whom G O D hath no pleaſures 
- Now whata manifeſt fallacy is here; 4 4:0 ſecundam 
quid ad dium ſimpliciter, from that which is ſpoken in 
lome reſpe&, ro chat which is ſpoken abſolurely; for 
| the Prozeftarzon is not againſt Popery abſolutly; bur as 
this Anthor expreſſerhir, ſo far torch, as it'is againſt the 
Doftrine ofthe Churchof Expland + what Popery then 
the Docrine of the Church of England doth nor con- 
demnethis Proteſtarion doth not include, being otiely to 
| defendthe Dodrine of the Church of Exgland againit 


Þ | :h Innovations. Burt then 'ſome will 
opery, and Popilt n ani m—_— 
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demandisnot the Doftrine of the Church of Exgland, 

inft all Popery- | Lanſwere, ad howinem, If the 
p 6 obje&ed be Popery, then the Dodrine 
of the Church is notagaiaſtall Popery,for theſe chings 
fo far asrhey may be termed Dodrinall, are yer accord- 
ingta the Dottrine of the Chacch of 'Exgland; unleſſe 


* 


you will fay thatthe DoScine of the Church of Exoland 


is contrary to the prattife of the-Charch of England, 
whence then thus I Argue: Eirher the Dodtrine of the 


| Church of Exglong is notiagain(t all Popery, or elſe the 


jon of the Lazu gy,Ceremontes, Diſcipline, O overn- 
ment, are not Popery; tor the Doctrine of the Church 
of Exg/andis notagainſt them. If the Dodrine of the 
Church of England is not againft all Popery, he thar 
Vowwes 00. — that _ - 
vawecs not again Popery eblolutly, buronly as ir is a- 
gainſt that Doctrine - and thenthis Authors inference 
from this vow againſt Popery, wich this reftrainc, thar 


we mult therefore oppoſe a'l Popery abſolutly, is a ma- 


nifeſt inconſequence on the other fade, if rhe Luurg y, 


@c. be not Popery,asthey muſt nor be, if che Dodtrine 


of the Church of ENG 4 AND be compleate againſt 
it, then they are nor abjured: So however ir be, the 

.Ovenanter is free from- breach and folly : And 
this I conceive is ſ@-<cleare, that ir needs no further con- 
fixmarioo: yet a litclemoreco evince the ab(urdicy of it, 
by other particalars in the Prozeffation, we proteſt to 
maiaraine every perlon that maketh this Proteſt arzon, in 
whaeſoever he ſhall do inthe /anfulliparſuance of it. If 
2.man ſhould rhence inferre, that we maſt defend him 
whatſoever he ſhall doe is the purſuance of ir, if hee 
(ball:move (edition. ortt e-like, were nor this a violati- 
on ofthe ſenſe of this Covenant > andis northe tame, 
when weſtectch rhe Oppeling'of: Papery ſo far as is 1 


oppolke 


_— _— 12 {NIC }_Þ 


pſt all Popery, | 
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| opt olite tothe Dorine ofthe Church of Englani; to - 
e meantagainſt all Poperywhatſoever? though it be 
maintained in the Church of Zxgland? 


| His foundation then is moſt rotten, and what firmneſſe 
an bein the building ? oe 

| Bathe makes the objetion, Page 2. which he indea- 
| ror3to an{lwere alwell as he can; The Objeftion is, that 


| thele rhings are eſtabliſhed by che Law, therefore we 
' naynotcalt them off till the Law beabrogared, and we - 
proteſt againſt Popery, tocaſtir our ſo far as lawfully 
We may. | 
| Thus the Proteſtor, wherein he hath objected, whac 
be bach not well anſwered, though all be don very.raw- 
| F,. Forfirſt he ſhould have framed the Argument thus, 
| Theſe things are eſtabliſhed by the Lawes of Z xeland, 
| where the Doctrine of the Church of En:land is efta- 
| bliſhed, and therefore according co the Dodtrine of the 
| Church of Exg/and, theſe things cannot be interprered 
| tobe Popery; and ſo nor within the Verge of that Pro- 
 ktatzon, Which is againſt Popery , as it is oppolice to the 
| Uoftrine of the Church of England : which objeftion if 
be ever anſwere, eric mihi ma2nus Apolly, The Obj2Qion 
* Which he hath made, he firengrhens from the words of . 
the roreſtatzon, that we protelt to caſt our things as far 
| Blawfully we may, which clauſe doch not ar all reſpe& 
Uematcer proteſted againſt, bur the meanes and man- 
der of purſuance, that we ſhall no: doe it inany trmul}- 
| nous or ſeditious or illegall way, but by honeſtand 
lawful meanes, A thing needfull co be taken norice of by 
many reſpetive Readers of this Booke, who while they 
learne of him char they muſt oppo!e rhe rhings menrio- 
| ned, as parts of Popery, from themſelves inter, rat bp - 
oehrrobe done ina vio'ent way, v ithout waitivg {Or 
the dire&ion of Authority which in private perivns1s 
> | | Bp - 2 ; [Ot 


*(n)" There is 2 
*twofold warenti- 


| l ariſing 
 imeſle, and that 


| Whatſoever is C- 
-» vill, theother 


* 


_ * Fpeciall arifing 
3 2x mens light, 
and thar is te re- 


culars as are diſ- 
Covered to beevil 


onistheruleof 
 Laws,notth 
mer, and this Au- 
 _ thor ſpeakes of 
| the former. 


eneratariins of it. Lawes-are to be inter 


” may beto remove 
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|  4n Anſwere to the 
nottooppole lawfully, bur illegally, and (edirionſly, 


 Batnow ler nsheare his Anſwer. Firſt faith he, 47! 


Lawes are io beinterpreted according to their cleere intents. 
83 andend. Now the Law for reformation never in- 
rended to allow or ſetup Popery ia the Church of Eng- 
lard, EE, - | 

Anſ. This rale for the-interpretation of Laws, in 
the (4) ſenſe herakes ir, is a device-of his owne, that 


W*fLawes, one Ach neither guthority nor reaſon, for che confirmation 


reted according to the 
minde of the Law -giver, which the Grammaricall ſenſe 
ofthe words doth uſually diſcover. Indeed in'matrers 
doubrfull, where the words are capable of a double 
ſenſe, the intention'of the Law may hore cleere, what 


© move ſuch parti- ſenſe iS moſt Genre : bur that the generall intention of 


of the Law ſball give a ſenſe contrary co the lerter of 


| helarer incenti- che Law, is withour doubt, a groundleſſe and dange- 
| Incerprexing Tous fancy. Its true,the Law never intended to ſerup 


Popery, but the quettion is, whether it be deſtructive of 
all Popery. TheLaw can reach no further then the 
lighrofthe Law-givers, who if chey ſaw nor all Popes 


ry, couldnot by their Lawes condemne all, nor did, if 


the things in Queftion be Popery. Lex Currit cum praxs. 
The generall practiſe eſpecially ofthoſe that are regu- 
lar diſcovers the mind of che Law, and the practiſe hath 
been to maintaine theſe things, therefore its not the 
meanirg of the Law to condemne them, norof this Prv- 


teftatzon to abjure them. | 
Secondly he ſaich, if humane Lawes be found tobe con 

irary t0-Gods word, they are invalid and tvordiplo fatto. 
Anſ. This rightly-underſtood is in past a truth, bn 
here miſapplicd, we areſubjc&edro all Terrene ſuperi- 
ours by the-Lordand uuderthe Lord, when they then 
command anything contrary to Gop, the Laws have 
noe 
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Proteſtation Protefted. 
binding power. becauſe by a ſuperiour Law we are 


| ſofas void, or if void, yer they are void zz foro conſcien- 
in the Courrof Heaven, zot z» foropolitzro,in Courts 
 -onBarth, though we are not bound to obey them, vet 
' we'are wirhour reſiſtance to ſubmic to ſuch penal- 
| ties, under the danger of Sedition, which were there 
| noeLawes, we were free from. Againe, this Thefiz of 
| tisis miſapplied, for thence he infers. Thirdly; that 
having made. this Proreſtarion, we ought rohave no com- 
| -munion with the aforeſaid particulars, notwichſtand- 
| ogthey be confirmed by Law, which inference is ther- 
| foe faulty, becauſe the Prozeſtation is onely againft Po- 


| mhichis confirmed by our law, though it be Popery, 
| yer4t 4s not Popery oppolice to the Dodrine of the 
W Gburch of Bxgland. If the Lawes of the Land. and the : 
S Dodrine of our Church, had their eftabliſhmenr in dif- 
ferent Conrts, then-that which is-eſtabliſhe by -Law, 
| might be againſt che Do&rine of the Church; bar che 
Dedrine of the Church, and the Laws of the Lands, 
baving both their eſtabliſhment in Parliament, what is 
confirmed by Law cannot be Popery againſt the DoQ- 
naeof the Chngxch, andtherefore this Authors arguing 
mf needs beirrationall.. : 

But now we are furniſhed with a: ſecond Objection , 
Which we are to conſider of, and whether this Author 
hath wich any betrer ſucceſſe raken of, then he hath the 

former, wbat ſaith hee, If the Par /iawent did not-by Po- 
pery underſtand the Litmrgy, Ceremonres,. Government of 
our Chorch, and he gives good reaſon ro conceive they 
ddnor, for then many of them won!d not havetaken 1t. 
hat fhal we do then ? that is his Quere,now heare his 


. | d 14 a- 
Anſwers.. Firſt faith he, we are ſure the) or wy 


 Apvntro the contrary : Bur yer ſach Lawes are not Jp- 


, petyasitis _ the Dodrine of the Church, and thar - 
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An dnſwere to the 


gainft all Popery, To which LAnſwere; that its mog 
_ cleare,and (o he himſelfe expreſleth in the former Page, 
they only intefd it againſt Popery, as it is oppoſite a- 
gainſt the DoQrine of the Church of Erglard, and fuch 
Popery the mentioned things cannot be. Secondly 
ſaith he, They expreſſe, that the words are not to be exteys 
ded'to the maintaining of any forme of my_— Deſcipline, ur 
Ceremonies in the ſaid Church: har doth he thence in. 
ferre; why forſoorh? thattherefore we may nor Pro- 
teſt-for the maintenance of theſe; why, was that the | 
Queſtion whether we ſhould be bound to maintaine | 
them,or whether we are bound to aboliſh them ? What 
ridiculous diſputing then is this ? But- hence I Argue: 
Afthe Proteftationdo nor include them for confirmation, 
becauſe they are no parts of Doarine z it doth not ex- 
cludethemfor abolirion, bur leaves them for determi- 
nation to another opportunity. Thirdly ſaith he, Sup- 
poſe that at the firſt making of the Proteſtation,chat rheſepar- 
ticulars werenot mentioned in the Catalogue of Popery, yet no 
good (Cbriftian can or will deny, that the Houſe of Commons 
did not at allintend to exclade what ever ſhould pert aine 1 
Poptry as a branch thereof. This Author is very goodat | 
_ - bold affertions, bur all as badiin confirmations, for what 
'agood Chriſtian may doin weakneſfe, I will not deter- | 
mine; bur no wile Chriſtian, as far asI can conceive, 
can judge, That what ever ſhall be found ro be Popery, 
is included in this Proteſt a::0x, but what ever is found co 
be Popery againſt the Doftrineof the Church of Eng- 
land, which is the rerme limiting Popery in the Proreſa- 
-zion. Fourthly he Argues from the hopes that we have 
by this Parkament, of ſucha Reformarion, as will not 
_ deſerve rhe name of Reformarion, ifail Popery be not 
maderobe packing.  Ijoyne withbim in all comfor- 
table hopes rom this Honourable Houſe, but what 1s 
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E- Proteſtation Proteſted | 
| this ro his matterin hand ? All the Reformation to bE 
| peed from this Parliament, 13 not expetted by this 
| Proteſt ation, this is one degree to reforme whatever Po- 
| peryor Innovation 1s againſt Law eftabliſhed,chis done, 
| the Parlzament is proceeding further to perfe& hoped 
\ forReformation, by removing corruptions: eſtabliſhed 
| by Law, Fifcly, Sappoſe ſaith he, that zt could be imag;- 
red by any reaſonable man, that the Houſe of Commons had 
| miboughtemplicitely to tmclude the foreſaid things in the far- 
| dellof Popery © ſhall private and particular Chriſtzans know- 
- "t theſeto be Popery, and Antichriſtian,being bound by their 
' ſolemne Vow and Proteſtation, never reforme theniſetues &c. 
| IAnſwere no man can; if (as he is rationall) he deale 
| rationally. Bur ſuppoſe that theſe things were not in- 
cluded in the Proteſt a:zox according to the intention of 
the Houſe of Commons, which may appeare by unanſwe- 


rable grounds. | 
k- 1, Becauſe the expreſſe words be againſt that Pope- 
ry which is againſt the Do@rine ofthe Church of ENG- 
LAND, which theſe chings mentioned, eſtabliſhed by 


Law in our Church carinot be. 
king, and firſt mak- 


Secondly, Since the generallta nd fir 
ing of this Proteſtation, the. Government,and Diſcipline 
ofche Church hath been in-ſtrong diſpute whether ic 
ſhould continue or no, 'which had it been Proteſted a- 
| Eainf, there had beea no place for diſpute, which yer 
doth neicher take off the friends pf char. ſide from aſlerr- 
ing,nor is uſed by the oppoſites to.Prelacy,to overbeare 
their Antagoniſts, which had been the cafreft and ſpee- 
dieft way of victory, ifthis Authors fancy had had cruch 
. Init, | 
Thirdly, Under favour, though (as I ſhall make 1c 


appeare JL am no friend to the foreſaid things, yer 1£ 
was not rationall that the Parliament ſhould lon 
C theſe 


An Anſwere to vhe 


cheſe things in'their PROTESTATION; for theſe 


chings being eftabliſhe by Law, and fixt in many of the 
members hearts aſwell as Laws, to deſire men pref early 
toabjure'them, before a fall debaring of them, ſeemes a 
point of ſuch raſhneſſe, yea Tyranny, as will nor conſiſt 
with rhe tranſcendent wiſdom, and Iufttce of that Ho- 
nourable Court, + OR rg R 

- Fourthly, Nay further I conceive(under favour)thar 
it would nothave ſtood with the daty ofthar Houſe to 
their Soveraigne (of which I know they are moſt ten- 
der) nor that reſpe& that they owe to the Lawes of the 
Land, to proteſt againſt things eſtabliſhed by Law, till 
the Law it ſelfe be abrogated, for none may Proteſt in 
ſuch a caſe further then'they are free :Sabjeds can chal- 
leng no morefreedom then the Laws allow them, where 
il while Laws do tye them, they are in ſubjecion : 
and therefore could notin point of duty Proreſt againſt 
ſach things-in ſuch a manner,co which the Lawes binds 
them. The ver of the Houſe of Commons (where 


this Proteſtatzon was framed) is no doubt great, far be- 


yond my apprehenſion, yet in thiscaſeI conceive their 
owerover Laws is with che conſenrof che Lords, and 


his Majefty, to'aboliſh'them;' bur 'nor Proteſt againſt 
ments its manifeſt that the” Parliament neither did re- 
ally, nor could rationally,*intend in the Proreftation to 

Proreſt againſtcheſe things eſtabliſhed by :Law, and it 
| ly ns Errolyefidtncendedic nor, this Author doth 
fuppote filf falſeÞy-thart we are by oor Proceftativs 
bound ro Teje@' and oppoſe ther, for-its an old ſound 
rule, Oathes, and Proteſtations, are to be expounded 
accordingro che meaning of the framerand giver,notot 
the caker, elſe by 2diſhoncft tequivocarion,any thing 3'- 
moſt may be celuded:therfor whar the P roteflatcon meant 
| not 


-_ 


them, while they are in'force;* By all which Argu- 
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 Proteſtation Proteſted. 


' qt, we inthe takingarenortied co; . And.if this dif: 
| purer ſhould chinke chis ſhould bind us ig. the things 
; mentioned, though the Parliament intended no ſuch 
. ching, bur thecontrary ; He may: as well affirme rhac 
we are bodtd to maintaine his impendaat Churches, 
for whereas we Proceſt tomainggine the lawfu]l Righes 
| aadLiberties ofthe Subjea,and every perſon that mak- 
| eththis Proteſtatzon; he may infer, bur independan cy is 
inhis judgment, a right and liberty ofall Chriciahs ea-- 
ring into this Covenant,therpfore we are tyedto main- 
ine ic : This inference hathilefle didopancy from the 
| lerter ofthe Covenang, theathat of his abour che par- 
ticalars queſtioned ; yet though I beleeve hee hath as 
good a will to this as the former he dare not be (o 
boldas todraw ſucha concluſion, -bocaule chough che 
letter.may beare ir, yet the judgment of the : compilers 
makes it manifeſt, ic was far from their meaning, which 
reaſon likewiſe might have kept him from including 
| the particulars in hand. - 
Butnow laſtly, he comes in with other quzrics, #hat 
- then, ſhall men never reforme themſelves, but liue and die 
Communicants. oc. SY. | 
Anſ. How doth this follow, may not men Reforme 
themſelves in theſe things, unleſſe they doit by vertue 
of this Prozeſtatzon; did not all that heldtheſe uolawtull, - 
before this Protefiation was formed, in their owne 
practiſe withdraw from theſe things, ſo faras they held 
them nnlawfull, andagainſt the word of Gop, and ſo 
may and ought todo ſtill, though they be not included 
inthe Prozeſtarion? But to proceed, this Author next 
brings in his Schollers, queſtioning how zr may appeare, 
that T forementionedpaxziculars are branches. of Popery. 
And he faines them, ſpeaking, bat if their Conſciences 
were convinced thereof by ” word of G O D, then by their 


2 Pro- 


 n Anſwere Y0'the © 
Proteſtation, as well as by G ODS wor d. they were bound t0 
__ 

Anſ. Bat by his leave he' makes them ſpeake whar 
many will nor, and'none ought to fþeake. Ifcheſe things 
be Popifh, then by the word of Gop we offghr to re- 
 nownce them indeed, but by chis Prozeflarion we ought | 
not, unleſſe they be Popery oppoſite to the Dodrine of | 
the Church of Exg/and. 'T my ſelfe muſt needs account | 
theſe things, or the moſt of chem df the ſame alloy with 
many things by the Doarine and Lawes of our Church 
already condemn'd andaboliſhe,elſeI ſhould noc hbayc 
| been nor continned, #sin'parrT doe;'s ſufferer for wit- 
neſfing againſt them: And Idoeas earneſtly deſire Re- 
formation of theny as of any thing; that lictle grace 
tharT have, dochaſmach A& that way to wraſtle with 
the Lord, for che rooting tipoPthoſe- plants which our 
heavenly Fatherhath'norplanted,'aany way, but no- 
thing ingaged by this Proteſtation, bur only by tha al- 
legiance which Fowe to Chrift and his word.. But ſome 
may ſay, If you be againſt choſe things, why doe you 
pleadefor them e002 

Anſ(. Miſtake not,I plead not for them, but to cleare 
che ſenſe of the Proteſtation, that irmay nor be wreſted 


= 


ro ifclude them, as itis' by this Author, of which wrelt- 
iog I ſee and feare manifeſt inconveniences; 
Firſt the Honourable Houſes of parliament are by it. 
wronged, and are thereby like to grow more oppolitc 
tothe removing ofthe things here pleaded againſt, and 
fo(as it isufually) this making haſt will hinder the work 
it aymes to further, unleſſt*this/ conceir be ſeaſonably 
correged, © PLS 
Secondly, This miſinterpretation will hinder many 
from enrring this Proteſtation, which remora of ſo good 
a worke, haT need be removed, which this Anſwerc 
may further, | Thirdly, 


Proteſtation Proteſted. 


| bled, becauſe ſach things are yer ſuffered thar chey 
think chey have Proteſted againft; which chey think 


oppoſe; partly I ſee mea are raken off for praying for 
| theabolition of ſuch chings, as chey.conceive are alrea- 
 dycaſtoftby Proteſtation, andare inclined by carnall 
 riolencennder this preten&e, todo thatin the Church, 
which by a ſpirituall vi >leace they ſhould indeavor to 
. prevaile for with Gop, that ſo they may be prevailers 
with men, to have publique corraprions parged by pub- 
_= anthority, which is a ſafe, comfortable, and hono- 
radle way. 

 Taftly, Sone that think ſomrhings in themſelves law- 
falland colerable, I find by this Proteſtation Proteſted, 
toconceive them unlawfull, as againſt the Proteſtation 
though in themſelves indifferent. As to inftance,though 


they thinke and juſtly, That the uſe of the Zitergyin the 


| Whole forme of ir, as a compleate ſervice of Gop tobe 
many waics vitious, yet they think the uſe of fome of 
the formes there, which are without exception, and 
moſt ſaired ro the peoples wants, to be in themſelves 
lawfull. Notwithſtanding though not for his Argu- 
ments, to prove them Popiſh, yer for the expoſition of 
the Proteſtation they refuſe them, and nor only refule 
them, bur lay imputation on thoſe that uſe chem, as 
breakers of their Vow and Proteſtarion. Now as I 
have proved, no uſe of the Service-Book 1s againſt the 

_ Proteſtation, ſo nor the ule of ſome prayers in ſuch 2 
manner our of the Booke, can as I conceive be juſtly 

. termed Popitſh : for ſuppoſe that the forme we ule be 

1nthe Mafſe-Book, why may we nor aſwell ask the ſame 


Chriſtian Graces, that Papiſts and we both concetveto 
be neceſſary to a Chriſtian ſoule, as exprefſe the ſame 
, : "207 faich 


I 


Thirdly, Many that have taken it, are partly troa- ” 


| they ſhould nor only omir to AR, bur alſo by all meanes_ 
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faich wrIaS » the Traz#yor any other point wherein 
we agreeint WOrds, andt oat 

or imputation.of Popery ?.. And againe, he rhar dorh 

thus uſe the Booke, not aceording to the whole frame 

of it, but ſelefting what is moſt holy, nor according to 

che (er words of it, but with liberty of correQing the 

exprefhions, which to our times (ceme harſh, and unſura- 

; ble, doth hereby as I conceive, avoid his ſecond Arpy- 

meat, che impoſition makes it not "__- co him, be. 

cauſe he uſeth ir with liberty of conſcience; To this 

we may add further, There is I conceive a true and uſe- 

fall diſtinction to be made of humane conſtitutions : 

ſome are helps, and ſoare zz gepere boi, good in their 

kind, the other have no ground, but meere impoſicion, 

and ſo areiagenere mali,in their kind evill.Now formes 

of Prayer are humane helps, and ſo good ia their kind: 

Prayeris ag Ordinance of Gop, it requires a forme of 

words, eſpecially in publique; all men arc or able to 

conceive a forme, and therefore a compoſed forme ro 

Thefomeos EhEm isanhelpe, and ſo good in its kind. Now forthe 

; wordsin Prayer QOVernors of the Church where there is need ofa form, 

| dur modus, the A TYSTO ONE forme. which chey conceive pure, of pur- 

© Ying Godinchar PO(E TO Exclude others, which they conceive corrupt, is 

| ©:ainance: Þ I conceivenouſurparion upon Chriſt, And this was 

theead of our Godly reformers in appointing this 

Prayer Booke: Now though many men need not this 

helpe, andir may be can conceive better expreſſions, 

yet being that formes arc human helps, and not in them- 

ſelves evill: Iconceive we may uſe ſome of the Prayers 

without figgfor chough irs often ſaid, thar we may not 

doevill that good may come thereon, yer I never heard 

It proved, that we may not ſomerime do a lefſe good, 

and notthe greater, for peace and order, and to enjoy 

che greater goodat other times, more fully and Re 2 
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F 4 Proteſtation Proteſted. 
Tt - pn me fatiſfation, and I beleeve many godly, 
| and fo prevents diviſion from the Church A emblies, 
 whichis deſirable, for breaches if they be nor neceſſary 
| arcuſtly ſcandalons. If any diſſent from ns, we ſhall be 
. more ready to contend with Gop then them; with God 
(Iſy)that he would move the Parliament to remove 
| this forme ſo excepred againſt, and corrupt in the pene« 
| alcompolure of it,and what ever other they preſcribe 
| notexaQtly toric the well guifred to it, but leave a 1i- 
| bertyto vary as God ſhall enable them, as I have heardir 
bath been in our deare Siſter Church of S:o:layd: Or if 
they tie them to any forme, that they will rather ie 
them ro the matter, then the words, to prevent the 
broaching of errors in Prayers, which ſome thinke was 
the firſt occaſion of ſer formes, There be Hzereticall 
Priyers as well as Sermons: A Socinian may vent his . 
Hereſy againſt the perſon or Chrift, or the grace of 
Cirif. L: Anabapiift may vent his Hzreſy againſt che 
Magiftrates of Cbr:/t, or Ordindnces of Chrift, in his 
| Prayeras well as Preaching, therefore the Gowzrnors 
BY fayjuftly tie chem to ſer heads of Prayer, though they 
| leavea liberty to the able, ro uſe their own expreſſhons; 
| bHereſy ſhalbe prevented, and no breach of liberty 
ſtly precended : bur this I refer to the wiſdome of 
that Honorable Court. | 
Another Evill of this Treatiſe, which needed CUre, 
thath bred in ſome, and nouriſhr in others, an op1nion, 
thatour Churches are not Churches, nor our Miniſters 
tre Miniſters, nor our Sacraments to be participated 
vithour finne, whereby ſome are drawne to, and others 
confirmedin a negleR of the ſervants,” and ſervice of 
Gd, which is no ſmall evil), that deſerverh cure. Give 
me leave therefore a little ro examine his grounds. His 


brit allay againſt our Churches, 1s in the cloſe \ 


An Anſwere to the 


pr oofe of his third point, the Diſcipline of oar Church 
ro- be Antichriſtian, whence he concludes we want 
Diſcipline: and fromthe Book-prayer, and pell mel] 
admiffion to the Sacrament, he aftirmes in his judgment, 
we want true Sacraments, and that the Preaching of 
the word, be generally corrupted, then it wants a third 
marke ofa Y:fible Charch: for anſwere,l conceive a diſ- 
rinAion ſuggeſted by the aſſertor of the Scorch Diſci- 
. pline tobe very true,and herepertinent. Pe196.A Viſible 
Charch may be conſidered, either Metaphyſically,or po- 
litically. Ir is onething to conſider men as living Crea- 
tures, indaed with reaſon, another thing to conſider 
them as Magiſtrates, Maſters, Fathers, ſervants, 
Soitisone thing to conſider a Y:ſible Charch in hereſſen- 
tialls, as a Society of men and women, ſeparated from 
the blind world, by divine vocation, and profefſing to- 
gether the Golpell of /e/#s Chr:f, another thing to con- 
ſider itasa compleate politicall body, in which the 
power of Spirituall government and juriſdiction is ex- 
erciſed, ſom governing.,ſome governed. Now a Church 
that, wants government, or hath one thar is corrupt, | 
may be atrue Church in the former ſenſe,though not in 
the latter, & being a tru Churchin the former ſenſe, her 
mebers may communicat together in theſe holy things, 
which fall under the power of order, which may be cal- 
led Sacra myſtica, as word, prayer, Sacraments, though 
notinſuch things as are under the power of juriſdiction. 

For his obje&ions about Sacraments, the firſt I hope 
_ hath received already ſufficient anſwere. 

For his ſecond nbjeRion of Pell mell admiſſion to the 
Sacrament, it he diſpute againſt the Church of Exg- 
land in generall, he muſt conſider what her Lawes are, 
not what the praQtiſe of ſome is : Its true, the Law en- 
joyncs all tocome,bur its as trne;that che ſame Law _ 
| ids 
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| bids choſe.thatarein contenrion, or areotherwiſe of: 
| fenſive to rhe Congregation, to be_admirred cill Gatiſta- 
| Hengiven: So che command isgenerall,thar men may 
| not be tet a.anc-in prophanenes, and the admiſſion is re- 
| ſrained,that men may not be ſuffered tobe prophaners. 
| + And far his:Third, The Preaching of the word gi xerally 
| corrupted, thatſhewes a mind tocavill, rather then any 
| cauſe, ſeeing that- corrupring of the word, was apainſt 
'- the Churches Lawes, by particalar perfons, and all ſuch 
decrees againſt Lawsare declared zzralid: Bur. in this 


J- 
;- WI bchath an/Far che miniftery which he further propo- 
r MW £th.in his Fourth particular in theſe words, | 
c WH © Androtheſe (urates confideration I refer it, whether they 
- WW Feablerrucly our of good premiſes io conclude themſelves the 
j Maimfters of Chrikt /anfully called, when allof them doe im- 
- WW mediath derivetberr Miniſtry fromthe Amachriſtian Hiz- 
- WH 7archy, as the ſole foundationithereof; and under the name 
> WW of Curares, he comprehends all che Godly, and learned 
. W Paſtors inthe Church, and dare he ſay, bar the ſole foun- 


dation of their Miniſtry #s the «Amichriſtian Hierarchy 
BW Arctheprecious guifts and graces that Chrf Jeſ hath 

| 'beſtowednupon them, and bleſſed and honoured with 
| *the converſion of many ſoules, no part ofthe foun- 
dation of their Miniſtry ? Is the free choice of their peo- 


ple, deſiring them to rake the overſight of them,no part 
; Of the foundation of their Calling? Will not theſe 


in ſome mens judgments.and it may be of this diſputers, 
ſerve the rurne withour any thing elſe? Have they a- 


 «.nything from the Biſhops, bur as ic were, an excernall 
- authoriſing, toexerciſle rheir ouifts in a publique way 
- amongſt their people? which if ir bein ſom reſpeRts core 
© Tupt, Fall this corrupt complement make void the call 

of God, & of the people ?God forbid! undoubtedly Chriſt 
 wonld gever ſo —_— worke by them as he doth, 
| RY were 
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were they not his Miniiers, but Anrichrifts : Beſides 7 
beleeye' oe dt puter} Know es, thar by Law the Biſho op 
6ug ht to have divers grave Preſbyters with him, and 
| hea the impoſition of hands is by wie Presbytery,as was 
hoy or or ofEpiico Aacy only. 

It haviog ahferedhis Objetions Printed, i its need- 
wn, aſwere fotve orfiers occafioned by him. 

Obj, '8. Ob ut fay ſome, if theſe thiig 5 be ht included in 
the Prot ftarion, of what! ufe they is the Proteſtation. 

” An. Very great; Isit nota grear marcer ro fulfill 
that 9 charge laid upon = "hatch of Thyatira, Rev. 
Aa @ hat which Ne baft: 'God hath piven this 
Ofatre ny hy hi ht, whereby almoſt all rheerroneous 
Doc ines, and fu - mens 'df Popery are removed, 
= light by the andzctodſhefſe \and \corruprion.- of 


3 Jig by Is, bath beetie excly obſcured, our 
prehes Dottritic'in rater" *Ivſt1 from 109, Free-will, 
£7 Frate: "Gd4feretiall Jecrees, &c. hath beene al- 
ſuiter] 7 overthrowrie : Altars,Tiriages, &c. brought 
Tn-apdth dverfartes Wete asgttareyhought, and bal 
th CEE ed far td Ar jn'thepreſear pro- 
Cee Nos : wheteupon ir pleaſed Gvd tro move our wiſe 
and Religious Parliament ety bieſſed be his name for 
1)ro1 made his Proteftarivs to maintaine the traths and 
;perity by Law eftablifhcd,' which was 'an excellent 
p FErefto hold faſtthir they Had, andprevent apoſtacy, 
: fire tne leavero 1 taftrate this by an | vol compari- 
fon: When men aretHfting'bp'a "chip of preat weight, 
.,Or Horſes are drawing ſome'great butthen np a ſicep 
"ill, when either drear'a frand,wiſdome rteachech them 
to under-pfrop the burthen id ſtay ir whereir is, till 
breath is' ken. or-thorc help added to raife/ic to'a de- 
 Hredpirch. 'So was ir Wirh'dur worthy Reforiners,chey 
| vere Gigdlhtolieavesa heavy weight, andwete > . 
ca 


. " — * - 


Proteſlation Prateſted. 
| degd lift; This Proteſtatian ro defend our Dogrine that 
| pure, W325 30 uacerpropping, that things might. nor. 
| goe Þackwares, till they could add more ſtrgngrhto 
| rilechiogs higher, which Gagbe hleſt, chey are buſly 
' Indeayoring.and if men will bur waite,T hope they ſhall 
' ſeethe Reformation raiſed as highas the Dodrines of 
| Criptures, which ought to be the qnly rule,and I doubt 
| 0otburis theirs. CEOEE I 
..Q. But pf they were iw the Proteſtation, ought we wot with 
wolepce 10 pull chew downe, and ſo degle meth all ſuperſtitious 
| _ f, Totheconſideration of che matcers Proteſted a+ 
| fiat, we muſt joyne the manner how we proteſt ro op- 
| poſe them, and that is lawfully. This Progeftation gives 
' met poleaye tobreake their Ranks, it puts not a ſword 
ofauthoriey into every priyate mans hand, but every 
thingis to he don ina lawfull way, withouc breach of 
that order that God hath appointed in the world, or 
onr Laws have ordered in our Land. To anſwere this 
then diſtinaly : Things Proteſted againſt, are cither 
goue things, orpublique, as for inſtance,ſome Cruci- 
_ es, andother ſpperſtitious Pictures, ,are ourowne, at- 
' eurown fall diſpoſe, ſome arc in publique places and as 
K were of publique inrereſt, things that are private in 8 
Private mans power, this Prozeftar/on doth bind him to a 
preſent Reformation of withour further leaye from 
any. Bur for chings that are publique, private. perſons 
are to make their. addreſſe ro Magiſtracy, and intreat 
them to proceed, and then the private perſons may fol- 
low as tant. © _ 4 
; Againe, Some co! ruptions are inour 0wne perſons, 
33 our owne bowing to,.or before the Alcar: ſome are 
in others; that in our owne we are ,preſently ro 'Re- 


forme, bur if another continue corrupt practiſes, WE 
"A may 


"An" Aifiwrre 16 the | 


way admoniſh them, Proteſt againſtthem, bur nor lay 
violent hands on. them, bur derteR them to the Magi- 
ſtrates whoby his Proreſtartion, will be bound co, pun- 
Rand Reforine theni; thus Gods worke will be done 
in Gods way, with more beanry, ſafery, and certHnty, 
and ſuteabletothe mature Indgments of the wiſe Com- 
pilers of this uſefull Vow. 

After he hath done'thus with the Proteffarronghe pro- 
ceedes toorherobjetions, to overthrow all ſubordina- 
tion inthe particular Churches of a Nation, not only 
ro one anorher, which was never dreamt of, but to any 
genera! povernmetic by Officers gathered out of all, 
aud (0 ſcr'overall;atid ſobeaies a ground for indepen- 
dant Separate Churches, which he deſires' may be ere- 
ced in chis Nation : bur this raske of his is nadertaken 
and performed with berter order and ſtrengch, by ano- 
terAuchor in the Prefbyreriall Government Examined. 
And yet that harh' received a (olid Anſivere by the Af- 
ſertor of the Srorch Government, and thar not only in 
the generall, by the grounds there layd'downe : bur by 
_aparticular view and anſwere to the Arguments of the 
examminer,and therefore hither I ſhal remic the Reader 
that wiltakepaines forſariffation it thoſe points. The 
fall diſcofſing of chefe rhings, is alſo beſides my purpoſe, 
whodo on:y undertake the Anſwere of it, in reference 
'ro what is ſayd,'touThing the miſinterpretation of che 
Cortrants;as impeaching the DoArine thar in the-pre- 
'ceding Sermons T deſired to publiſh, yet becauſe I per- 
'ceive many are much unſetrled (and that even of cholc 


to whom I have ſome rglarion) with the things that . 


-are ſcatrefedin'this dif®Surſe; I will indeavor briefly to 


Tapover thethinpshere that are wateriall, eſpecially 
"fuch/as have nota full anſwerein the abouc-mentioned 
Tree onmtt nag: 


In 


#7 Proteſtation Proteſted. 
| this Anthors Anſwers to his owne Query, whac 
fall be ſubſtirured inſtead of Prelacy, Liturgy, and Ce- 
| remonies, many things deſerve examination. Firſt where- 
| #he faith, confidering the' Church'of England to be 
| nohe other then a National Cherch, irs uncapable of con- 
 ftithcion. This word Natzonall Church, I finde often u- 
| fed, and much purupon ir, and yer neither; is ir a Scrip- 
_ wtephraſe, nor do any-give us acerraine expoſirion of 
' it, it by ir they underſtand a Church that hath ſome 
common Nationa!l Worſhip, by ſome common Paſtor, 
. fome common place, as all the Jewes had the ſame 
High Prieſt, and Temple, and all the Males were to 
meets thrice a yearear the place which God ſhould 
chooſe; In which reſpe& I conceive the Church of rhe 
| Tewes was properly termeda Nationall Church; in this 
| ſenſe Chriſtians have no Narionall Churches. Bur he 
| femes tomakea National Church to be when an whole 
Nation is rak<n inco a Viſible Church, or Charches, ha- 
| Ving all of them che outward profeſſion of Religion, 
| which he ſaith, 77 2mpoſſtble nw. becauſe particalar Viſible 
W Church's conſiſt of none but Viſible Irving members, and Us- 
fible Saints under Chriſt the King of Sain's, Bur here I 
would faine knaw the reaſon why tis neceſſary that 
the chembers in a patticular Church,ſhould be of berter 
metra!l then the members ofa Nationall Church : doth 
_ WhrGod require by his -precep*s, as mech of a Natio- 
nll Church, and ſay as much-of them, as of a particular 
Church ? See Exodus 19: 45, 6,7, 8. how offen i3 that 
Prieſt 6n the Nationall Church of the Temes, Be yee holy 
or Saints, for 1 am holy: Theggery ſame charge that is 
preſt on Chriſtians, 1 Per. 1" TIF15, 16- where ROnegre 
is required of the members of Chriſtian particulat 
Churches, then of the membersof che Tewiſh Narjovall 
Church, and are nor the members of the Iewiſh Nato” 
Ld. Hh D 3 nall 


An Anſwere to the 


nall Church called boy or Seixer, aſwell 23 be com- 


mandedtobe ſo? How often is this reaſon given by the 
Lord,for Jos are au h pl proper: See Dew. 7.6, & 14,21, 


$& 26, 19. And manyotherg/orious things arc ſpoken of 


rhe churchof he JewesS.Te.3 p SP. I 3 5 EY Aud Was not C brift 


their King? Pſac44, 4. Tf he were ſlayne from before the Foun. 
alation of the word, andthe Reacemer of ibe Church under the © 
Law,wes he not theer King 4002? \\hat difference then 


* " 


doth Scriptures make berweene the. members of a Na- 
tional and particuler Church, and who dares diſtin- 


guiſh where che Scripture doth nor? If chey Anſwere 


tharthe Nationall Qhaech of the J/emes were holy in 


PIO, 97 45e called holy in regard of ſomethar were 


1o:indeed,the denomination being fromthe bercer part; 
will not, nay muſt nor that an{were ſerve us? were all 
the .members of the Apoſtolicall Churches Viſkble 
Saints, otherwiſe then by profefhon? what thofe that 
were carnal in Corinth > Cap.3.and defrauders and ſcan« 


dalous:contenders too? C6. Thoſe that were drunk whs W 


they.came to the Sacrament too? Thoſe that denyed 
the Reſurre&ion-too? 1; Cor. 15, 12. and thoſe thathad 
got-xepented of their uncleannefſe, fornication,and Laſ- 


civiouſnefſe-too'? 2 Cor. 12, 21. And thoſe that tradu. | 


ced-the Apoſtle -too. Cap. 11. Then what ſhall de- 
ny the viſibility of a Saint, or.a living member? So I 
mightaske.touching ſome in the Ancient holy Church 
ab Rowe, Romens 16,17, 18. Andthe like of ſomein the 
Chacch aF Polippz, 'Cap.3.-18. 19. So likewiſe in the 
Church of Sardrs, Revel. 3, 1,4. and Laodices. Revel. 
3, I6,&c.  Cantheſe be fayd to conſiſt of Saints, or ho- 
ly peopleany morethen the ewes, muſt they not have 
the Title of Saints, in regard of their Profeſſion ? or the 
denomination from the berter part? ; CaniSardrs in a- 
ny other' reſpeft have: the-pame of a Golden Candle: 
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| fick? "And then I would know againe, for what xea« 
' fonitſhould be more ciſhonorable to'Chrift ro be the 
| hradoſa Conpreparion that are nor all Viſible Sajors, 
| fatter theh by profefſion and ourward conformity, 
| thenro be the headofa Nation, where all are not Viſt= 
_—_— or oy Chriſtians _— be in more danger, 
| Pr ocing one by Profefion'in a Congregational bod 
| thet Chriff and Prophets, for being 'one wich rms 
| vere not Viſible Saints in a Nationall body,theſeI cone 
| kfeare Riddles ro mee: Nay I conceive that — 
IF flithardoeprofeſſc holynefſe andlifeſhould in duty be 
| tyyetChrift in the parable ofthe: Tares and: wheate, 
| fhowes it wifl notbe ſo,and a generall ſeperation is not 
| tobeatrempred cifl che'end ofrhe world, for the Tares 
W fignific the workers of Iniquitie that grow & are to be 
| gathered dur of the Kinpdome of chim who is tiled 
W '*KivgofSzxnts; and onrofwhart Kingdome but the 
 Kmpdome par#bolized, The Kim dome of Heaven. Math, 
| 13,24, 41. andrheſc Tares were not fecser Hypocrits, 
W forthe Servants did diſcernerhem,and-rell rhe Maſter 
| 'ofthem-and'nor the Maſter the Servants : nor doth :it 
Dy Way crofſe us'thar the field is interpreted theworhkd, 
Bthough'the wicked and Godly ſhould be:in the world 
| Together bur in diftin& ſocieties. For thiscannor be ? 
Why fbontd the Servants wonder tofee 'the: wicked {in 
theworld? how contd the Tares comeafrerthe wheat, 
| "=theyare ſaid to doe, ſectng the wicked were in 'the 
wortd, before the Godly in the Church 2 fee-verſes 25, 
27: Whyſhouldthe Servams conſult about the w2:k 48 the 
World? "whathaveiheyro dowith thoſe that are wuhout > yea 
ifthewheare and the Tares be' thus 1nrerpr ercd, ther af 
mit by rhis parable be nothing bur wheate in ee 
Church, no Chaffe, no Judas, no hypoerite, for a!} bur 


; EIN” 2nd ſhall ſhine as che :Sun-inthe 
the rares arc righceons, and ſhall think Kingdome 


z 'an Anfwere to the 
nall Church called holy or Sims, alwell as be com 


mandedrobe ſo? How ofcea is this reaſon given by the | 


8 #7 


” 
” 


ard, for Jos are au holy people: See Dew. 7.6, K 14. 21, 
$& 26,19. And many ot 


- At x 


the churchaf tbe Jewes.Je.2,5,Þ[.13 54 Aud was not Chrif 


_ 


their King? Pſa 44, 4. If he were flayne from before the Foug. 
dation of the wor id, and the Reacemer of ibe Church under the 
Law, wes he not theer King 2002 Nhat difference then 


doth Scriptures make berweene the members of a Na- 


tional and particular Church, and who dares diſtin- 
guiſh whereche 74s gra doth nor? If chey Anſwere 
thar the Nationall Qharch of the /emes were holy in 
Profcfhion, orare called holy in regard of ſome thar were 
foindeed,the denomination. being from the berrerpart; 
will nor, nay muſt not that anſ{were ſerve us? were all 
the members of the Apoſtolicall Churches Viſible 
Saints, otherwiſe then by profefion? whac thoſe that 
were carnal in Corinth. > Cap.3.and defrauders and (can< 
dalous:contenders too? C.b. Thoſe thar were drunk whe 
they.came to the Sacrament tov? Thoſe that denyed 
the Reſurre&ion too? 1 Cor. 15, 12. and thoſe that had 
not-rqpented of their uncleanneſſe, fornication,and Laſ- 
civiouſneſſetoo?? 2 Cor. 12, 21. And thoſe that tradu. 
ced:the Apoſtle too. Cap. 11. Then what ſhall de- 
ny the viſibility of a Saint, or.a living member? So 1 
mightasketouchinog ſome in the Ancient holy Church 
at Rowe, Romans 16,17, 18. Andthe like of ſomein the 
Chacch oF Phalipgz, 'Cap..3.-18, 19. So likewiſe in the 
Church of Sard;s, Revel.3, 1, 4. /and Laodices. Revel, 
3, 16,&c.  Cantheſebe fayd ro confift of Saints, or ho- 
ly peopleany morethen the Zewes, muſt they not have 
nc Title of Saints; in regard of their Profeſſion ? or the 
denomination from thebetter part? , Can'iSarazs in a- 
ny other: reſpeft have: the-pame of a Golden (onde: 
7 y {tick ? 


!/ort0us things are ſpoken of 
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34 1 Viſible 8ajors, 
| fuk profefſion and ourward conformity, 
ther cadofa Nation, where all are not Viſt= 
W bleSaincs, or why Chriſtians ſhould be in more danger, 
| fofbeing one by Profefion'in a Congregationall body, 
| thet Chriff 'and Prophets, for being one with ſuch as 
| vere not Viſtble Saints in a Nationall body,theſe I con. 
| kffeare Riddles to mee: Nay I conceive that though 
allthat doeprofeſſe holynefſe andtifeſhould in bangs + 
| þ yer cri in the parable ofthe Tares and wheate, 
| fhowes it will notbe ſo,and a generall ſeperation is not 
| tobeatrempred cif! che'end ofthe world, for the Tares 
| lignifie the workers of Iniquitie char grow & are to be 
W gathered dur of the Kingdome of him who is tiled 
W WteKivgof'Szines; and ontof whar Kingdome but the 
- Eingdome parabolized, The Kingdome of Heaven, Hath. 
12,24, 41. and theſe Tares were nor fecxet Hypocrits, 
forche Servants did diſcernerhem,and-rell rhe Maſter 
ofthem;and'rior che Maſter the Servants : nor doth it 
by way crofſe us'thar the field is interpreted thewortkd, 
Bthoughthe wicked and Godly ſhould be:in rhe world 
togerher,bur in diftind ſocieties. For this cannot be ? 
Why ftbontdthe Servants wonder tofee the: wicked /in 
theworld? how contd the Tares comeafrer:the wheat, 
'$ theyare ſaid to doe, ſectng the wicked were in 'the 
world, before the Godly in the Church > fee verſes 25, 
27: Whyſhoulduhe Servams conſult about the mi:ked an the 
World? "whathavethey to dowith thoſe that are wathout >yea 
ifthewheare and the Tares be' thus interpreted, there 
muft by this parable be nothing bur wheare in the 
Church, no Chaffe, no Judas, nohypocrite, for :a'] Þur 


$ wrorthures nd ſhall ſhine as che Suninthe 
Che tares arc righteous, and Kingdome 


— ) dn ewuſwere to the 


Kingdome ofthe Father. yerſes 41. 43. But why they js 
the Freldanterpretedzo bethermerld? -,, 


£ 


-”: A; For goodreafons; becauſe theyifible Church was 
norttobe limited ro Jwdea, but exterfded to the whole 
world thatwould encertaine it. Secondly, the word of 
rhisKingdome, ver.19.was to be Preackedin the world 
and by Mbbnd of this Kingdome, this Kingdome wa 
tobegatheredinthe world, in which Kingdome ſhoul. 
-appeare the Tares with the Whear. Theſe things are (o 
ſairable to Ghrzfts words & ſcop,that I do not ar al doubr + 
bar thar rhis is the erue expolition of this parable. Nor 
doth rhe'/Argumentſoconfidently held our againſt it, | 
any whir overthrow ir:if you thus interprer the parable | 
ſay ſome, you muſt of neceflicy exclude all Church Cen- 
ſares, andſo crofſe other plaine Scriptures. 

A. 'Thereis no ſuch neceſſity in ir, neither, for its a 
"rule in interpreting parables, we muſt nor extend them 
beyond their ſcope, now we mult know wicked men 
are of ewo rankes; one ordinary,that though they have 
* nOgrace viſible,yet they are formal Profeitors,n or guilt 
* ry of Crimes,others that are guilty of notorious crimes, | 

as the inceſtuous perſon &c. Anſwerably there may be 
| conceiveda two Bd ſeparation : One pgenera!l of all 
the wicked, the other (peciall of choſe that are ſcanda- 
lous. This Parable freates of a generall Separation 
of all-the wicked from rhe godly, which is here dc- 
nyed to belong to the State of the Church in this world 
not of the particular Separarion of the evill ſcandalous 
by ſome crime which <1ſewhere is required to be done 
by Church cenſures. Andin this Anſwere I am fully 
confirmed by this Argument, Church cenſuresarcan 
Ordinance thar is to beuſed not-only for the ſeparating 
of Tares, bur VV heate for a time, nay ſometimes of 
Wheate, not Tares, for excommunication is for thok. 
thay 


: Proteſtation Proteſted. © 


| that are ſcandalous, now a man may be in the judgmene 
| ofcharity, godly in regard of his eſtate in generall, and 
' yetin ſome particular ſcandalons, and ſo need, and de- 
| ſerveexcommunication. Andaman may be ſo meer- 
| ſyformall, that in che jadgmenr of charity, hee cannor 
| bedeem'dgodly, and yet he may be faire-conditioned, 
| wichour crime, and _withour ſcandall, here the Tares 
| will ſcape, and the Wheate yndergoe Separation, and 
| therefore ſith che Separation here inquired of, is of a- 
nother nature, then-chac which is efteted by Church 
_ cenſares, £0 exclude. Church cenſures by ir, is to rack 
it, and wreſt it, beyond its ſcape,” I have ſtuck the ſoog- 
erin.this, becauſe this is the. Cardo Comroverſie, the 
' Hingon which the reſt is turned, now I proceed. He 
«frer makes great complaint of the State of our Church, 
to which I fo far conſene, that I could wiſh wich eremy, 
| #yhead waters, and mine eyes fowntaenes, td ſend forth rivers 
ef teaxes, for the breakers of Gods Law. Burt he takes up 
afrerward, and tells us,chat like Sardzs,we have a few names 
which have not defiled their garments, and the way of re- 
formation- he. preſcribes it by ſeparating theſe few 
| WU 2zmes inro.a new Church,for which hecircs 2 Cor: 6,17. 
BF _ Bur ftay,is this Chrifts way 2 doth he ſo connſell the 
= Church ot Sardis? if ſo,l will yeeld: if nor, is nor this 
ay of his humanepreſumption exalted againſt the wil- 
* domeof (brit? Now Chrifts Connlſell is to repent of 
the evill, hold faſt thegood, ver. 3. 10 ftrengthen the things 
that are ready to die, ver 2. butnot a word of ſeparating 
the few. How dare any then preſume to doit ? Thave 
ofcen ſought, and long, a reſolution of this doubt, bur 
could never yer finde ir,but this Author thinkes he hah 


founda command 2: Cor. 4,.17. Come ow: from among 
them, and he yee ſeparate. A ſtrange ching (aich he) heyee 
ay 1, That a cqmmand 


ſmarter, bur a erange, progfe | co 
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to (Chritars, to.cotn dnt from among Heathen Ido- 
laters, "and abc £6 totch by Gall ig 'hould be 
chouphrroptbve iethettty of Chriltiensrobe ſeparate. 
from ormallprophihe Chriſtians, wnd nor ro-tonch a- | 
ny holy thing with them? what po roportion'is here for 
'an Tere 'Nhd forty Wy pate; maſt vonfeſſe, I have 
wontredtofeemenfb fri this, that they will not 
joyne 1n hofyduries: wetti theProphane, which yer I ſee 
make no ſcruple to joyne tn following vaine faſhions 
with themwhich was 'wont'to be counted an uncleane 
_ thing - Bacrhis 15fir frrther confirmed b by - @ diretion to 
 Teremy, Ter: Tx. 5 Tf chow't4be forth the' precious from the 
wile,” uit ets 15 ew as tinfit a Thafe Gr his Bow, for 
Toremy livedin a National! Charch,inwhich ſich a Se- 
aration as hererhis diſpiter Atives*for,'he confeſſeth 
"Bor:.te = te, nor was Hit prodtifed by Taub 8, 18. 
though fit .bad Ny vr by anyother. 'T marvaife 
_ tharthis: Anthor,oray other, 'thould*bring' this 
ate of Teremy, toprove their Separation: There is a 
Perfnall $6, Separation WhitHtiorequired: in every Mint- 
ſter, ifhe dividetbewotd df ethth arighe, and that we 
are bound to xs well-as'eraby, and the Godly Miniſters 
do carefully performe”: *bitt'for'fach a Separation as 
this Proreſtor requires, 'here'can be\no ground for, 
which they affirwe was fot requiredfrom the Church of 
the 7zwes :"Bue ir isfliftter#ffirmed, thar- after ſuch an 
bo wird as ours, Churches muſtbe parhered-ancw, as 
the: Apoſtfes platited' Charehos where the Gol- 
p<! had tot been Preachr, this is onely diftated with- 
fitep tprodfe, and yer iFneirher truc'nor: Probable, « there 
ting ſowide'a Niſerence berweene' oar Nation now, 
ard Gfidn Vofeph 6f Arimrarbea' firſt planted the Goſpe!l 
In it, when'tr was purely Payanith>t beſides," If rhis were 
Fu, thertmult God Son __ | 
gather 
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22 Proteſtation Proteſtzd. 
| oather \Chnrches,and nor only to goe on in the ording: 
ry worke of the Miniſtry: that js, Miniſters indued with 
extraordinary. guifts having immediate callings, - ro. 
| Preach where they will, wichoue. che leave of men; 
' withexcraordinary aſhſtance, without which ordinari-- 
lyao liberty can be expected co gather Churches, till: - 
| therefore I ſee the like guifts and callings, in fome mea- 
 ſare,] ſhall noc belecve the like worke arduty rolycon 
| Miniſters nows: © nn owl nth! : 
-Bat ſome mayaske what ſhall then be done? - 
of. Can we have better-Counlell then was given to: 
Sardis, by Chriſt Teſus our blefled Lord and Prophet? 
and that is torepentof what hath beene amiſſe, publik. 
| kumiliation, may fic publike cranigrefion, which: the 
= Pheamentmay beincreated to apply to this malady, and: 
| then not ſeparate from, but labour to ſtrengthen and 
| reftifie that which isready to die, The Parlamentare 
| abouta'great and good: worke ef removing erroacons 
and ſcandalous Miniſters;and (ering up godly and lear- 
ned lights every where, and withall, giving or confirm- 
ing rather power to the godly Paſtors, ro keepe off 
thoſe thattaxe uafr for the Sacrament by: grofſe igno- 
rance, or Kandalous life, by which meanes, Pariſhes 
that arealreddy raught,may be quickly brought into for 
| better order, and thoſe that are not, may by teaching 
be brought to ſome good meaſure ofunderſtanding,and 
&ſire of the/Sacrament, | and: ſomeat leaſt ourward 
Reformation before they be required or admitted to. 
Communion in the Sacramec.Bur here we have another 
Quere what we ſhall doe, where prophane and igno- 
Tant perſons are permitted Pell,. Hell,,ro which he An- 
 bwers, ther if Gods Ordinence be Prophenc (as they are) by 
> $36," and prophaned perſons Foming zo the Lords Table) 
then.others alſo that Coromunicate with them, are guiliy of the 


"Whatis this fo. without any excep- 
E 2 __ _rion? 


| damegrophanation. 


447 


Thus _ x 29 
tence muſt 


9.in 
tc&o0n _ _ 


" ſameevils, 


ons Gal :5.be ſafe enoughthat | be waile'and 


4 Auſwere- toahe- 


tion? :prophane "and 7 _—_ perſons aentuoe the 
Word, ke 4 Prayet: and Fafting,and theſe are Gods Or- 
Snancen;ciamnorny a 0 ry this with them, bur bee 
guilty xcthieadinew doQtine; In'the Churchiof Sardisto 
ray ; hedidcompareusywerethe few names/guilty of 
> 1907 ane which thereftmuſt needes doe? doe 
_—_ ripturesſhew-the contrary? -Revel. 3, 4. their 
Geral wereundehled, is therenoother way to keep 
our ſelves free from poliucion, bur ſeparation? whar if 
we endeavor toremoverhe prophane?is torthar a bet- 
wy paths ? and that which/waz'the- burthen til! layd 
pac gc ody?- but never thatin this caſe they ſhould 
Thats chemſetves,orifchey cantor (eparare the wick- 
Fiiry dorheir pare;difcoverivg them; 8&defiring cheir 
Sefiion, willnot thatfree them from'guilt? I chinke ir 
will: andifnor;T beleeve he maſt nor lonp keepe in any 


ofhisnew Churches, . Batthe-Apoſtleſaith, 1 | Cor.8, 6, 
Aladeteaventeaverch the whole lamwyy. (ts: thoſs that are 
cortipeaeill leaven alli” AG Thar ss;' If theys *beaccel- 
ſory rothe corryy; tions of orhets.not. elſet- againe,how 
doth teaven leaven the lvm are; y diffuſtag a reall qua- 


liry:iorotr? now thersbeingiiwso things 1n-finne, the 
gullewhictrisa relein, at iff/this af njuft come by 
impuration, and this Raine 'br/yitiouſhelſe which is a 
quality, and in'chisreſpe&che corruptwillleavenonly I 
when he iv ſuffered andcounteoanced, he isaptto 

. iofe@&ocherrwithhis1lllqualicies feom aphich chey ſhall 
4 iftat bis' #11 qualiries, 

: thoughrhey beat the Sacrament with him, yer if they 
can gerafiiftance;one effetoftheirdiſtaſt ſhould be ex« 
communicatiow:.\But the 'Apotle: applies it co.mixt 
"Communion, ver\8þiit he miſapplics 'thar Texe whecih 
others more fuiradhriarerpretvt leading our lives, no! 
caring the Sacrament,” Andf6rrhar verſe the i 9. #9 7” 


| Spmpuny wich forniewory, te meant of familiaricy, not of 


« cuts ee . 


= che | 


# Proteſtation Proteſted. 
| the Sacrament. For you may ſee by the two following 
| verſes, ſuch an accompanying is there'forbidden to a 
\ Brother which is allowed wich an heathen, and there- 
| forecannot be meantof Communion in the Sacramene., 


f WW bacthope by the pictic ofour Parlkament, every godly 
e | Minifter wilbe enabled co keepe off all thar be guilty of 
r IM fach crimes, ifthar will ſerve the curne, and remove 
| thatobjeQion, Theplace Epheſ. 5,5, 7. Be not partakers 

| withibem, is clearely meant in regard of their ſinnes, nor 


the Sacrament, as appearcs by the following verſe. 
: In Anſwering the next objection, he brings twopla- 
W cesroprove that the holy thing of God ſhould nor be 
WW. prophaned, bur againſt what adverſary ? whoſoever 
' ranghe'ſo? but that the prophaning of them by one, 
- ſhould prophane then to others, irs denyed: his place 
 #a1,19), will only prove that God rejeced their ſer- 
| Vice,whoſe hands were full of blood, nor the (acrificers 
ofthe'good, elſe how will he excuſe 1ſarahs Communi- 
on:with'thar Church? or Chriſt ſeſus after him, when 
_ they were as bad? or where is his inference nade or 
pradifed by rhe Propbets or Chriſt from this place, of 
neceſſity of ſeparation where the prophane be ? _ 
© Tnanfwering his next quere, he tells us that to Com- 
 Mmunicare wich evill doers is to partake of their evill 
deeds. This is affirmed, but not proved, nor doel chinke 
irever will,that my doing a good ation well upon com- 
mand of God, with one that doth the ſame good Aion 
will make me guilty of his ſinne; ſure I am, then 
_ Chrift and his Prophets, and Apoſtles, were all ſor=ly 
defiled, His proofe 2 The. 2, 6. is quite mifapplied, for 
its ſpoken of withdrawing from him in regard of com- 
pany and reſpe& whichis free and Arbirrary, not of the 


crament, wherein they were not to withdraw from 


him, bur if the quality of the _— did require it, __ 


co put him away- 3 | 


An 4nſwere to the 
In hisnext Anſwere he afirmes-that no Communi- 
ofi can be had. in our Pariſh Aſſemblies poſlibly,wirthour 
(cring.ap new Charches: ButT hope in this he is much 
deceived as in the reſt.He.compares us to Sarazs former- 
ly,yet I hope there Communion might be had withour 
this medicine of new Churches.Naylec there be ſhown 
any example or any precept ia the Scripture that inour 
caſe new Churches ſhould beerected, and not the old 
_ repaired, and brought back tothe rule from which they 
"have [werved.aud we will yeeld the cauſe:bur if there be 
no ſach preceprt nor example, then in vaine are all ſuch 
pleas as heuſeth, for things which Chreſt hath neicher 
left precept nor patterne of. And when we ſee Godhath 
heard the Prayers, and bleſt che Nation forthe prayers 
of the godly in our Churches,as now they ſtand,and hath 
made us a people ſaved by the Lord, who is the ſhield of 
- ourhel the ſwordof our excellency,more we ſhal 
not expett by his new Churches,ualeſfſe he convince the 
neceſſity of them, by better evidence-out of the word, 
which when he hath proved, we will never put him to 
rrouble co anſwere inconveniences, but will with him 
 buckleourſelves codigeſt themgbut we will not caſt our 
 {elves,norwill the wildomof the ſtate ſuffer it to be caſt 
on inconveniencits for good mens fanſies withour Chriſt's 

- command, : 
 Norwil we ever obje&t it to be too firickt, pure or per- 
feR, if the rule foricbe convinced, but we will afirme 
That being irs ſtrayter then the counſell which C hrift 
gave.to Sard:s,and different from it roo, the pretence of 
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parity and perfetionis not to be hearkned to, for it is 
nor ſuch 10. ergen, but ſhew, becauſe ir is not after Chriſt. 
Col, 2,8. Sneake We ſay for envying atthem, we will 
 blamethemthar envy at them, if they diſcover therule 
| forwhat chey doe, bur-till then we ſhall cenſure chem 
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oO Proteftation"Protſted. 
| eebopebythis Parkamem. The Diſcipline of Chriff-wil 
_ 1rorweaklier managed, as che Miniftersand members 


| greariſcandallsare, chey may remove to other Congre- 
| gitions thathave attained aberter degree of Reforma» . 
| t0ngand this withour any breach. 
| Hisnext quere is what Nationall gaverameat ſhatbe 
; ſropbythe Parliament, for which heheartily prayes, 
| at God would dire them in fo-glorious a work, and 
| bleferhvGodfor ſuch inftrumencs, for fach a worke I 
 thanke him for his affeQion, bur yer if his Doctrine of 
| the independancy of Churches be ſound, this prayer 
W citnocbeloffaith, fora man cannot pray ia faith that 
| Menfhonid-meddle with-that which is-not within.ctheir 
= tkncorCilling, andſure if independancy'be a liber- 
= of Chef; atlche Parliament 'hath-ro doe,.is to afſere 
isibercy, and what is more. is but uſurpation. 'Then 
| herelis us that che governmenr-of a National! Church 
WF tactnoparterne in the word:-the full anfwere of thatil 
| wefercothe aſſertion of the government of the Church 
ofiStortand, which'l doubr not but will give: good ſatif- 
 Kftioncotheindifferent Reader. Afterward he diſ- 
F rtovers{me-thinkes) roo-much unchatictableneſſe and 
_ flfolove. Whenhe affirmes,ler them havotheirliber- 
ty;anddofor the reft what they will, tis indifterenr-ro 
them;a-litle more care of the foules of Chriſtians mighe 
berces Grice wich thoſe-char ſo far tranſcend others in 
Onoward reformation. mee: 
| "oBiedaft objeQtion is inconveniency of independant 
"Churches, if they crre as they may,they-want meancs of. 
Telayming, which is berter ſer on by theScoreh Aﬀer- 
{ropyethe hath ſaid more, then he harh well anſwered, 
= avingnamedalt che meanes-which cheir tovepen” 


whe wa CC on hejnco: | ciousic feemes chat 
eyijreapable of; andbeing-conf they 


growne'in Chriff : if then any Chriſtian be where 
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they were too, weake. He adds 2 other that quite deſtroy 
the independancy. As firſt charother Churches may ex. 
communicate them, how arethey independantr, if under 
the Iuriſdiction of orher Churches ? or how can they be | 
excommunicated by thoſe under whole Iuriſdjdtion - 
theyare'not? ſure this is worle dependance then under 
the Preſbytery, where apartis only ſubieQed to the 
whole, but herea part is ſubieRQed co a parc. 
And this ſecondis no better, for if they be under the 
Magiſtrate for any Hereſy, why nor for all ? thoſe thar 
are guilty will not: confeſſe any of their Hezreſies, for 
knowne Hzrefies, bar afſert them for truth, and fo cha- 
lenge exception forthem,aſwell as any, and if chat be a 
known hereſy.,which is ſuch co the jadgment of the Ma- 
giſtrar,th? for all hereſy they are to be ſubje& ro ciſure, 
-& their indepedicy isa nullity. Thus have I gon chrough 
this whole diſcourſe without indeavouring to ſtifle, buc 
:rather ſincerely to ſearch our what is truth in every par- 
ficular. It is my deſire and prayer, that I might doe no- 
thing againſt,bucfor the trath, rather would I deſire char 
Gedfhould bring me forth tothe ſevereſt ſufferings for 
chetruch, then leave me thoughin ſimplicity of hearr, 
to oppoſe any the leaſt truerh. What remaines bur that 
while we that minde the ſame things, Chrfts honour in 
the ſalvation of his people.,and right performance of his 
Ordinances, and Jifer only inthe way,labour to keepe 
;Vniry of hearr, till we have unity of judgment; and et 
- our Prayers be nnitedatthe Throne of Grace, though 
our — bein different Societies, that God may per- 
: {wadetbe wanderers into. the Tents of thoſe, ro whom 
_hebath vouchſafedthe berter light : That:God may have 
_ - the more hononr,and we the more ſtrength, & comfort 
_ by ourfree and, ſcruple-lefſe conſociation-; which mercy 
tbe Lord wear eofor feſu: Chriſtibis (@&e; by the helpe of the 
- Spir1t ef 1rath leading imo l truth 10S Negloryfer ever, 
Amen, "FINIS.'--- - 


[THE RIGHT 
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allembled in Parlamenr. 


The Humble Petition of divers of the Clergic 
b- ofthe Church of England. 


Whereunto is added five Motions with 
reaſons copcerning D = ans s 
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